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Ao and many more bad things, which the 
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Caar, Ill. The chapter of animadverſion ; be- 
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borde, quits her houſe, The diſaſter that be · 
fals her. The difficulty ſhe finds of obtaining 
her liberty. The uncommon vocation ſhe pur- 
ſues. The acquaintance ſhe makes with — 
queteer, an adventure that had like to have 
proved fatal to her, is relieved by a canon, 36 
Char. V. Is introduced to madam Maillot, 
The accident that happens to the canon. His 
funeral oration by —_— Maillot. The out- 
lines of the character of brother Lamoiie, 47 
Char. VI. The good diſpoſitions of brother 
2 towards Maria, which are fruſtrated 
12 the ſudden death of the opera- manager. 
promiſes her his further intereſt, whilſtſne 


remains under the direction of madam Mail- 
Vos. II. A lot. 
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Cap, VII. The un don in Maria's fortune; 
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I 0 185 Paris. The conduct of a Britiſh 
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cM extravagance, Coma) + Uh 
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"Mademoiſelle Florezete and Mr. Bennet, 5 
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Her 'extraordina teneſs pr ? 5 
„ quſted, Meira 5 JR Dire 7 99 
Cup. XI. The death of his Lordchip, which 
leaves Matia in very Allagrerablefe eircum- 
**Rtafices7 the acquaintance ſhe makes with 
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* Foutlines" of miſs P's character; a diſcovery 
mae! "her keeper and its iſſue; ' 107 
CHAS XII. A ſhort comment upon the uſual 
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2 of the chæracter of Mrs. W. Maria is 
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of lover, and his behaviour upon a viſit to 
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_ "good, and many more e bad things, 
which, the reader i is however de- 
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lite world for two years and a half; p 
1 have ſpent my patrimony in play- 4 
ing the c coquette, in angling for un- 4 
guarded hearts, and I have been x 
caught in the very toils I was throw- 
ing out for others; I loſt my vit- 
ginity when I thought I had ſecured 
a. huſband ; all this may till appear 
under the veil of innocence : I have 
as. yet been only the patient, not the 
agent of vice; my life has hitherto 
been a tiſſue rather of follies than 
crimes, and the conſideration of 
them has thus far occupied me and 
my readers: ſo true is it that we paſs 
one half our lives in doing nothing, 
and the other half in ruminating 

upon what we have done. 
I do not intend, however, that 
this obſervation ſha}l be completely 
++ K fulfilled 


Ef + 4 
fulfilled upon my account. I am 
going preſently to open a new ſcene, 
full of buſineſs, plot, intrigue, and 
diffipation; But let me remind the 
reader, that if he or ſhe ſhould chance 
to be a ſtaunch. puritan, or even a 
methodiſt, I would not have him 
or her ſo much as think of peruſ- | 
iag this ſecond: volume; for really, 
do own the truth, there are ſome 
HW things in it that are not altogether 
ppiritual, though the cy may per- 
haps have their ſhare in them; but 
then it is not the Engliſn clergy: 
they are altogether ineapable of 
acting any part wülche n 
deamair, „ Had fe oft 

I ſhall kak that 5 rea- 
det muſt noi ſuppoſe me to have 
attained nearly my twentieth year; 
ah B 2 | that 
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[4] 
that I have in a great meaſure, by 
good. living, and chearful company, 


4 recovered my embonpaint ; and:that if 
he will refer. back to the picture I 


drew. of myſelf. at fifteen, he has 


: nothing more to do than to add 
the additional dignity which five years 


confer upon a Woman at this parti- 
cular period of life, to have my por- 
trait now at full length. 


A pretty woman in Paris is al- 


moſt adored, and if ſhe is Engliſh, 


they nearly deify her: though J 
had not yet received the appellation 


of L' Ange Angloiſe, as ſome one 
of my contemporaries did, I, had 


been conſtantly admired when J ap- 


| peared in the public walks; and, to 
ſay the truth, I believe there was 
5 eee, of jealouſy in lady 
"2408714 $8 N 8 
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Bentley's behaviour towards me, 
which had more weight in my be- 
ing diſcarded her ſervice, than the 


influence of her French waiting- 
maid, or even the loſs of Romeo; 
as I have frequently, when with her 


in public, attracted all the attention, 


whilft ſhe could ſecure news 0. 
an admirer. 


Thus much for my chabins; la- 
dy Bentley, her jealouſy, Romeo, 


and the like; it is time to return to 


my worthy benefactreſs, as I cannot 
form the leaſt hopes of making a 
ſingle conqueſt i in my preſent garb. 
If dreſs is not beauty, it is frequent- 


ly much · more than beauty. Charms 
may be artificial, but there is no 


ſach thing as an artificial good gown ; 


and the fineſt Face) in Chriſtendom 


ew. B 3 without 
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without it will not command one 


| |. geaxer; therefore Iwill even get my- 
1's ſelf dreſſed as a as et Lemons ( 
| 0 "CHAP. It. 
| N An cheat from Maris 1 
| 


lady; accepts the propoſed terms, 
C | and is dreſſed out; receives the 
| | Vvoiſit of a Prefident d murtier; his 
Fl | behaviour and generoſity. The 


| eſtimable character of a * to 
| | | — Wuſtrated, Tho 


F. — ne ſhould. — to 

be not quite ſo great a novice 
———— 

the world, he or ſhe may, perhaps, 
odere this, haye formed a ſhrewd con- 
jecture that 1 had not got into one 
EN 1 of 
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131 
of the moſt ſober houſes in all Pa- 
ris. In truth, my worthy landlady 
was one of the moſt celebrated 
bawds of that great metropolis, and 
as ſuch thought ſhe did honour to 
the name of Lalorde. When ſhe 
found it had only been a ſtratagem 
of the maid to announce the arrival 
of the baron, in order to put an end 
to the combat, ſhe returned to me 
with an air of great ſatisfaction and 


ſeeming complacency. * My dear 
„e girl, faid ſhe, embracing me, 


« ] would not have you entertain 2 
bad opinion of us from the lit⸗ 
« tle miſunderſtanding that you 
% have been a ſpectator of; theſe 
are nothing more than trifling 


© ſallies of vivacity, and which the 


«occurrence. of the ſmalleſt inci- 
"4 B. 4 dent 
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18 1 
te dent is capable of appeaſing.Þ.. One 


* cannot always govern the ; firſt 
«emotions of one's paſſion ; we are 
e all more or-leſs-ſubje&t to its in- 
e fluence; tread upon a worm and 
eit will ſtir. In other reſpects, if 
«you were acquainted with theſe 
ladies, you would be delighted 
with the ſweetneſs of their tem- 
„ per; they are the -beſt-natured - 
ec creatures in the world; their an- 
« ger is like a ſtraw. fire, extin- 
« guiſhed as ſoon as it is lighted; 
© they forget every thing that's paſſed 
the moment it is over: as for 
me, God knows, I am quite a 
«ſtranger to any thing like ran- 
« cour; I have no more gall in me 
e than a dove; I pity thoſe that 
ce would - injure me, for 1 would 

| «© not 


[9] 


not hurt a fly. But let's forget 
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all theſe matters, and come to 
the point. IRA Tf N l: 


Nobody e to con- 
*tradift, that we make a ſhock- 
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ſays the proverb: one might with 
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cc. 


cc 
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cc 
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ing figure in this world, when 
we are poor. No money, no Swiſs, 


as much propriety ſay, No mo- 
ney, no pleaſure, no contentment 
in this life. Now, as it is quite 


natural for every one to with to 


live at eaſe, which can never 
be procured without money, I 
believe you muſt agree with me, 
that that perſon” muſt be a great 
foot who would refuſe obtain 
ing a ſufficiency, having it in hi; 


“ power to acquire it; particularly 
hen the means that are uſed ait 
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. 
« no way detrimental to ſociety; that 
e would be a crime indeed, and Lord 
** preſerve me from any ſuch prac- 
re tiees: yes, my dear child, the Lord 
* preſerve me from them. My con- 
«. ſcience is as clear as chryſtal upon 
<« this ſcore; and I defy the world to 
«« reproach me with having injured 
any ſoul breathing. Weĩ are not Bar- 
barians that worſhip the ſun; or 


* diſciples of thoſe heathens, who 


imagine. all that belongs to us 
“dies, when our bodies are put into 


d the grave : no, my life, we have 
& fouls to be ſaved; and it ſhould 


be dur chief ſtudy therefore to act 
5 vprightly in whatever ſtation we 
are placed in: the calling we follow 


9408) fignifies nothing, provided we act 


"70 Dane ir in it. I repent it again, 
7 : 4 : 2 that 
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95 
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* that. we muſt. be dupes, indeed, 
to our folly, or our vanity, not to 
ayail-ourſelyes,.of . thoſe reſources 


with which nature has furniſhed 


us,; and to whom has nature 
been more provident in this re- 
ſpect, than to yourſelf? She has 
not given you thoſe charms for 


nothing. She has put it in your 
own power to be happy, and 
if you neglect it, you can blame 
no one but yourſelf. How many 


girls, with not half your beau- 
ty, have obtained ſettlements that 
have made them eaſy all thoir 


lives ;: not that I enyy them their 
ſucceſs, if they had more obli- 


gations to me than they have ; 
though, to. be. fure, _ingratitude- 


©, wall; force one to think thera not 


B 6 «* alto- 


[ 12 ] 
te altogether worthy of their good 
fortune: this alone makes one 


« backward in doing nods natured 


© things.” ü n In 


My dear 3 * I wich | 


B | fare eagerneſs, I hope you will 
** never. have any reaſon to com- 
plain of my ingratitude. h“ 
We can anſwer for nothing, 
« replied ſhe ; they all ſaid the 
lame, and they all forgot what 
they promiſed. Grandeur and 
« pomp... change people's nature; 


40 they don't think the ſame in 


65 affluence, as they do in indi- 
gene. J you did but know 


how many opera giils I have 


trained, and put in the riglit 
< road, who ſeem no not to know 
7, me, you would be forced to 


on, 
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own, that gratitude is à virtue 


that is very rarely prałtiſed in 
„the age we live in. But be this 
as it may, we have a ſatisfac- 
tion in performing . kind offices, 


“ and there is no one more ſen- 


«- ſible of this pleaſure than my- 


* ſelf. A propos, my pretty dear, 


© has ſo ſweet à girl as you ne- 
4 ver obliged any body ?” Want; 


% Indeed; madam, 1 replied ve- 


ry innocently," it has never been 


obligations; but 


{© *Pſhaw, interrupted madam La- 


TY 


cc 
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At this very extraordinary” and | 
unexpected queſtion, I turned as red 


as 


in my power to confer any yur 


borde, you don't underſtand me; 
have you got your maidenhead 


. 4 
2 — -without being able to ut- 
ter a ſyllable of anſwer. 3 1101 
- uf I. ſee, ſaid ſhe, it is gone; but 
. F have a ſecret to remedy; that; 
, however, | you know that a mer- 
 **/chant cannot deal in a commo- 
« dity, without he is acquainted 
s pyith its goodneſs.” In faying 
this, ſhe entered into an examina- 
tion without any farther ceremony, 
 whil& I remained ſo aſtoniſhed, that 
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| I was unable either to aſſiſt or _ 
| vent her. 
* he dialogue: * 3 of 


| Mrs. Laborde, ignorant as J was, 
: | 3 had ſufficiently opened my eyes to 
de convinced of the commerce I 
was to be concerned i in; and though 
I had real, chaſtity enough to: have 


_—_— the — of -proſtitu- 


F | tion, 


„ 
tion, the reflexion of my preſent | 
indigence, and the improbability 
of my getting an honeſt place that 
would fait' me, undermined all the 
artillery of reaſon and virtue, which, 
gat firſt, appeared a very formidable 
bdiattery againſt the merocnary forces 
of this veteran female commander. 
in a word, the ſight of a pink 
= filk ſack with ſilver flowers, and a 
4 (Pinchbeck) gold watch, removed | 
even the ſmalleſt ſcruple that I could [ 
ſuggeſt againſt the plan of life . 
Mrs. Laborde wich oy pentru ated 
out for me. 


In this manner was I dteſſec the 
next day, when I was complimented 
by my companions upon the beau- ; 1 
ty and elegance of my perſon; and 
our 1 Patroneſs completed 

A theſe | 


* * 
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| [ 16 ] | 

hols eulogiums, in ſaying, chat 1 
looked: ſo raviſhing,! ſo irrefiſtible, 
that I fhould have all Paris at my 
devotion. I muſt acknowledge I 
was not quite inſenſible to this 
flattery: for, to own the truth, I 
could not avoid thinking there was 
ſome foundation for what they ſaid, 
and I conſidered myſelf, every time 
I paſſed a looking-glaſs, with an ad- 
miration I was before unacquainted 
i eee 0 2 
To do raſtice to madam Laborde 
it muſt be acknowledged ſhe was 

upon the foremoſt liſts of the prieſt» 
eſſes of Cytherea ; her foreſight ex- 
tended to every thing; Beſides the 
boarders which ſhe kept at home, 
not to be unprovided in caſes of 
accident, or when ſhe had a more 


than 
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_- Emmy 
than uſual demand for het mers 
chandize, ſhe had her corps de re- 


ſerve in times of ſcarcity. She had 


alſo a complete magazine of all 
kinds of female wearing- apparel ; 
containing gowns. and ſacks of all 
colours, and ſuited to all ſhapes: 
theſe ſhe let out at ſtipulated prices to 
her boarders and occaſional vifitors: 
for inſtance, I, as one of her new 


poor proſelytes, was to pay at the 


rate of a petit ecũ or three livres a 


day for my -wearing-apparel, which 
ſhe aſſured me every one gave; this 


muſt have been no ſmall ee 
to her perquiſites. 


Madam Laborde, not da g vill 
ing that I ſhould pay my petit; ect) 


without reaping any advantage. from 


my dreſs and appearance, had ſent 
notice 


. 
notice to ſome of her beſt cuſtony- 
ers, of the, new addition to her ſe- 
minary: by this wiſe, precaution, 
there was no danger of our lan- 
guiſhing in expectation. 4 
Mr. Le M, one of the Profidents A 
à  mortier, who was always more 
punctual in keeping theſe aſſigna- 
tions, than giving audience to his cli- 
ents, arrived juſt as I had finiſhed 
dreſſing. I perceived a man of ra- 
ther ſhort ſtature, dreſſed in black, 
with one leg, which I afterwards 
found of wooden manufacture; his 
neck as ſtiff as his artificial leg, a 
head that very rarely moved, leſt the 
quantity of powder which his wig 
contained might have been in ſome. 
degree diminiſhed; which, notwith- 
ane all his care, his clothes 
At bore 
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[19] 
bore very evident teſtimony of: but 
what he wanted in agility, he made 
up in fragranee; he was more odo- 
riferous than a perfume· ſhop. 
Indeed, Laborde, ſaid he, ap- 
proaching me, I do you ho- 
„ nour for this acquifition; this is 
e fine, delicious, divine. Really, 
e you have outdone your uſual 
e choice. Upon my word, this 
e young lady is enchanting, 'the is a 
e thouſand degrees handſomer than 
„ the picture you drew of her, 
*« the is an angel; 1 am ſerious — 
2 why Tam faſcinated ; as I am 2 
4 mapiſtrate;/ there is no contain- 
ing myſelf ; heavens! What an 
« eye! what a mouth! I muſt kifs 
1 ſane rinjphngntins Em 
col d :e Bog ab?” | 
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- Madam And PIP the ne- 
gotiation ſo happily advanced, ima- 
gined it was time for her to retire, 
rightly judging, that the preſence 
af a third pet ſon was rather unne- 
ceſſary to Monſieur le Preſident. 
She was no ſooner gone, than he 
begun to make love to me with all 
the pomp and majeſty of his ſta- 
tion. 1 ſhall draw; a veil over the 
latter part « of this ſcene, leſt it ſhould 
be as diſguſtful to the reader as it 
was to me; and ſhall only add 
upon this ſubject, that having en- 
tertained - the' preſident | for about 
three quarters of an hour, I found 
myſelf two Louis d' ors the richer, 
: which, however, he told me, not 


4 10 mention to Mrs. Laborde, as 
2 * he ſhould make her the uſual 


compliment 


[224 
* compliment beſides, as well as the 
« preſent he intended me; -adding, 
ce Adieu, my princeſs, I hope to 
« have the pleaſure of ſeeing you 


« again very ſoon,” as I never met 


with a woman that gave me ſo 


8 much ſatis faction.“ He then re- 


tired in great haſte, and was ſcarce 
gone, before I had à viſit from ma- 
dam Laborde. Well, my dear, 
e ſaid ſhe, is the preſident a very 
* fi. 1s fort | of a man? has he 
given you any thing? No,“ 
I Teplied, according to the in- 
junction he laid upon me. % Well, 
« then, ſaid ſhe, here | is a Louis d'or, 
« which he has given me for. you; 
I hope this will not be the only 
“% mark you will, receive of his ge- 
12 neroſity, for he ſeemed, to me 
« quite 


ce 


3 


[ 48 ] 

2 quite enchanted with you. But, 
e my dear girl, you muſt not ex- 
, pet that all our cuſtomers pay 
<a. well: there is profit and loſs . 
«in all kinds of trades; the good 
e pay for the bad 3 no trader al- 
e ways gains; you muſt lump poſts 
t and perquiſites together. Indeed 
our trade would be better, and 
©. more inexhauſtible than a Peru- 
etc vian mine, if we were never diſ- 

< appointed: but patience, the 
ce clergy will meet ſoon, and then 
* you will ſee money fly about 
© here: without any vanity, my 
<« houſe is in no little repute with 
ee them. If I had only as many 
* thouſand livres income as I have 
d accommodated prelates and abbes 
*of rank, I ſhould be able ta make 
* | * as 


ke” 


„ 

4 as great a figure as madam Pom- 
© padour herſelf, who is at the 
„ head of the profefiion.; But 1 
have no great reaſon to com- 
te plain; thank heaven, I have 
« enough to ſupport me without 
<* carrying on bufineſs any longer; 
„% but I took upon it as part of 
my duty to be uſeſul to ſociety, 
and I muſt amuſe myſelf ſome- 
«< how lazineſs is the mother of 
te all vice; if every one was em- 


«-ployed, they would never 2 


<< of doing evil: 


Wbilſt madam en was 2 
expatiating upon the goodneſs of 
her trade, and the rectitude of her 
conduct, I began to yawn; which 
ſhe perceiving, leſt me to go to 
* kad 14 10 de ſutre I muſt 


— 


2 | have 


8 


3 


t * 
* have -undergone. tome. \ fatigue, 


e tt eee eee een ee 
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The chapter er of ane” 3 - 
ing the balance of pe 1 
tlie eats of truth. N rag 
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D enen commchtiaphe 
ID Mrs: Laborde's. charager and 
conduct, I received fuch uſeful in- 
ſtructions from her, in regard to 
the vocation I entered upon, that 
I hegan» to conſider whoredom as 
a complete ſolence - She taught 
me to ſecure my health, improve 
my natural charms, and play them 
off on evtty occaſion: to the moſt 
advantage upon the, men. These 
ine 2 diſcoveries 
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1251 
diſcoveries led me to ſome reflecs: 
tions upon the conduct of the mo- 
deſt part of the ſex, and I con- 
cluded from experience, that the 
women of pleaſure had taught them 
the ſocret of multiplying their graces, 


and diſplaying them by foils and 


dreſs to ſo much advantage: I was 
convinced they had botrowed our 


look, our gait, our air, and tllat 


every modeſt woman ſtrove Wh⁰ 
ſhould moſt reſemble a proſtitutc. 
We are upon every occaſion the 

objects of their attention and ſtudy. 
It, is from us that they receive every 


new faſhion, and all thoſe little ar- 
tices Which enchant, and Which 


no one can define. In a word, they: 
have: but little reaſon to upbraid us, 
for they are only amiable in ꝓro- 


Vo. II. C portion 
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portion v they know how, to copy- | 
us, 10 eee — with. | 


numerous. 4 body as the. proflitures; 
of ;All tanks and, 2 nominat ions, b N 7 


_- compalling. our envious adverſaries. | 


to do ps: that juſtice. we. deſerve, - 
and repair qur. honour, which they 
ag vel! ag, our. admirers. have, fo, | 
viglently attacked. At 

The reader Will perhaps from 
henee conclude; that have already 
made no. mall profciency: in my 
calling and that 1 ſhall, very ſoon, | 
under; the auſpices. of ſo able 2 W 


judicious an. advocate as 


F — 


bende, be able, 10 plead che. x eau 4 
of b proſtitution at-any, court. in, Eu- 
agi, 2253 * 


4 


r 
aue T vil not Unc pate iny cher 
m. 0g this Seal, but lebe Hen 
0 duet . dis Enit, bf by H. 
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To refüme. Midi” Laberde; 
Ane ee or +7 Nuri og. MY 
who Had overnight itiveighed'f6" bit 
1 | F453 - ti een ka: 1 274 "+ 1 * 
terly- aplinft' lazineſs was reſolded 


that T fhouldt not mak o hy bc. 


: 4 4 SY" WAS i T7 $456 wth. Sd. « 
liarity with ies common mother; the 


came into my apartment in the 
morning between five #1d fix, fiyitg, 


_ 


in a tender vice, „ Are ybü awake, 
© thy dear? I did not ihtend to 
diſturb you ſo early, bat all your 
„ Gthpions'are fell engaged witz 
2" ſet ef young” officers," whole 
„ coripany” I would nat let ybu 
80 inge 4s H. kiiew thei to be 


ere bed pay at F inte , 


1 
N C 2 tc only 


* 
— 
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1281 
< only for my good cuſtomers ; d. but 
* there, is a friend..of mine tows 
dhe is a deputy facmer-general, 


cc an old acquaintance of ming. 
ec „ who brings me.r egularly his $9. 
1 Loyis ors a week, and 1 would 
60 not diſphlige. him, if, poſſiple; 


2 « get up,, my. dear, two Louis * 
* np ſuch conterpptible preſent, e{+ 


\ viRP ecially, w hen,, they are ſo eaſily 
« ar £593 ei 10 g 3084652 
41 auld fain have ęxcuſed my 


bel from this commiſſion z, but ſhe, 
finding me, ſomerhat back ward, 
d id me, he would, ook, defaig;me; 


*<.4;Qparter.of.. an;.hour, and then. 
idkrn GAS return „9 bed, if, I 
4, would,” ., Sb:odg tool n 7 009120 


| A big Argament; prevailed-;upon, 


me io aaa ant, dad, 
; 6 2 $4.9 i 4 ſelf, 
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felf, 1 repaited to the wer s 
F found one of the m lt diſagreed | 


FS „ * 


able figures that We i in her anger 
muſt have produced: he was be- 
tween fotty and fifty, dunch-back- 
ed, and bandy⸗legged: but though 
his Body wits thus deformed, it "did 
not equal the anti- beauty of his 
face; it appeared to be one general 
ulcer, without tlie diſtinctiom of any 
features except his eyes, which were 
diſcernible only dy their peculiar 
redneſ and moiſture. This man 
was I to fondle upon, to make love 
to, be im raptures” with! 1. ſtarted} 
at the fight of fuch's monſter, which: 
I'imagined'coutd never be à human 
being. Madam Laborde perceived 
my emotion; and brought-me a' glaſs 
of af 60 result ir ſpirits. e 
4695 f C 3 Let 
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Det me draw peil over his 
den our, which yas n more 


e 
JEL 2 1120 a4 > V Bc 


ben 1 reflec upon — cet 
and; extravagant, .whinas,, whigh , a 
woman of, Pleaſure. 18 Sxpoſed;. ts, 
J cannot heliere, that there is any 
condition, however mean, however 


_ -Jaborigus, that is half ſo miſerable: 
kt a not ergept avon that of 4 


* 
* 
-*1 Wo 


alif, or a conrter. 1s fac. what 
an be more inſuppoctable than to | 
be compelled to indulge. the ca- 


Frices of the. firſt man that offers 
himſelf ; te, mile and; fawn; upon 


a fool whom we deſpiſe. in our. 
— cateſs an object chat icre- 
Ates universal abborrence, ; in 
Word, td be; conſtantly digufed 


with 


Ci 31 } 
with the waſk! of artifice" and af 
Hittilation ; 70 Murg, Hung, «diink, 
ahd give Leffe uß to every Kind 
of riot and debauchery, moſt fre- 
quently" agiinft our will, and often 
with extreme tepußznance f Thoſe 
Whö Rigure to theinſdves our Tivss 
hn a tiſſue of pleaſure and felieity, 
ure but il acquainted Ic der 
8 pres Thoſe cringing, deſpicable 
ſlaves, wWhD ut benni. paying 


their adulations to the great, wit 


they are bnd wpon ſufferante; at 
the price of à thouſand | ſharneful 


meanneſſes; the moſt  daftardly com 
plaiſancr, and a perpetual chi vit 
of their ſentiments, are not ſedlible 
ef half che Ntings and'r ortific: 
— are inſepatable from 6ur 16x. 

Hou not have mach diffictſty 


"0190: 14 to 


1 5 5 
46” believe that if miſery was ahy 
way: -tneiitotious" 1 in us, and could 
Arve us in lieu of penance” in this 
world,” there would be few of us 
unworthy of a place in märtyrg- 
Jogy, and ſome of us might pro- 
babiy be canonized. As our proſti- 
tution is founded i in baſe intereſt, 
{6+ ſovereign” contempt, inſult; and 
vutrage, are our conſtant reward. 
It is impoſſible for any one WhO has 
not followed the profeſſion, to ima. 
gine half the horrors that attend it; 
F< tremble” when I reflect upon the 
hardſhips | which” I ſuffered during 
my noviciate; and yet how many 
are there that have been affficted 
with ſtill greater! She whom we tos 
| day ſee triomphing i in her gilt cha- 
not, Whole — and magnificencd 
u 1 ſtrike” 


1 _. aff 
ſtrike the eyes of che whole town, and 
who. inſolently dictates to ber keeper 
when and how he ſhall think, ſpeaks, 
and eat; even ſhe was but late 
the refuſe. of footmen, chairmen, 
3 and porters, the heroine of night · 
2 cellars, and the concubine of link» 
boys: have we not ſeen her traverſe 
= the firects, with ſcarce 2 petticoat, 
= who can now hardly move, under a 
load of jewels, to her equipage, and 
whoſe ſight is offended. at the ſha- 
dow of any! below nobility ? 3 
Such are the extraordinary tranſi⸗ 
tions, in the republic o of fornication $ 
* and As theſe animadverſions ſeem to 
make a very proper ſequel to the 
beginning - of the chapter, as an ef; 


Ss 3 


$ fo: counterpriz WAY to our vanity ang 
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reſumption, I ſhall extend i it no fary 
a . | Cs CHAS 
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Maria's being diſguſted at Mis L- 
2 borde, quits her houſe; Thediſaſter 
that befals her. The difficulty the 
+: finds of obtaining ber liberty. 
＋ he uncommon vocation ſhe pur» 

ſues. The acquaintance ſue makes 
| —_ ia muſqueteer, an adventure 
| "Op had like to have proved fu- 

N to her, is eee 


hab FR 536 2 168 αuν 7 


f Continged this profitable. trade 
1 at Mrs. Wo Laborde's near fix 
| months, and might haye "remained 
there much longer, had it. not been 


114 OS. 


for the furious aſſault. of a a Eg 
| mwſqueteers, whom my. lan en 


* — + 


6 neither dared e or e eren r > 
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monſtr ate with, .. Hs in ray, * 
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L 35⁰1 
me to oppoſe their violent attempts 
force prevailed againſt all my in- 
treaties: againſt all my dutcries. 1 
m madùhm Laborde; I would 
1 no longer expoſe: myſelf to the 
r repetition ef ſuch violence,” und 
4 all her remonſtrances were: incb- 
fectually uſtd to induce mt to- 
altet my reſolution. She, at length, 
conſented; to our ſeparation, upon 
condition that I. ſhould continue an. 
out- door aſſiſtant, whenever I might 
be called. upon: for. the good. of the 
ſervice: I laid out about five Pounds 
of the money I had. faved- in ſome 
trifling goods, with which I fur- 
niſhed an apartment, in tlie Rue 
dArgentcuil, in order to avoid fall- 
ing under the lafty of the comrit- 
Aries. But what avails huthzn forts 
1 CS ſight 


Inſtant; I thoaght of accompliſhing 
them. t nos tt en Bert 
of Amongſt the number -of rakes 


11 
ſight when dur ſtare combine againſk 
us] When I imagined myſelf in the 
greateſt, ſecurity, envious- calumny 


; diſturbed, my peaceful ſolitude, and 


deſtroyed all my hopes at the very 


ho paid theie reſpects to me; there 
Was; one whom I admitted with 
great caution and circumſpection 
he was imptudenmt enough to devote 
himſelf to variety, and he wanted 
o foſter upon me the lineal heir of 
his unreſtrained: gratification. ©: This 


he did in ſo outrageous a manner a8 


0 diſturb the tranquility of the 
deighhourhood ; for being conſcious 
of my innocence; I rebuked him for 
the inſult, . fo exaſperated him 
4/74) that 


1951 | 

Dat be ubüſsd meint "the ina 
in the moſt ſcandaſous afid bppro 
brious manner Seme antiquated 
practitioners who lived fucing "the; 
and were jealous of my ſucceſs, too 
advantage of this little diſturbance, 
and gave information thereof t6ithe 
Police, and: a night or two after 1 
had a viſit paid me by half a dozen 
carabineers of St. Come, who con- 
ducted me to the Bir: 
I was confined hete for upwards 
of ten days, during which time 1 
wrote to madam Laborde, deſiring 
her to uſe her intereſt, in order to 
procure my liberty; but I received no 
anſwer from; ber, any more than 
from the reſt of thoſe to vhom 1 
wrote; and in all likelihood'I ſhould 
_ ended my days here, or been 


e 

ent ta the plantations, if I had 
i not luckily thongh of Mr. Le Pre. 
dent 4. mortier; whom I was firſt 
introduced to: at that lady s. The 
very next day after I penned my 
letter; I was — Ways 1 was no 
N Priſoner! ns 
Though — 8 pad 
bey bad \retcrddsims\ to my liberty, 
J found much difficulty to obtain: 
another: lodging, but upon condition 
f adrnitting- no male viſitors: this 
1 was compolled to confent to, not 
without hopes, however, of -ehud- 
ing ty promiſe ; but my landlady 
was ſuch an indefatigable Argus, 
And ſuch an admirer of good hours 
und regulatity, that I was very foon; 
in deſpite of my inclination, in _ 


. 1% Oe 


[39] | 
In this ſituation I had an offer 
made me by a painter, to ſtand for 
2 model at their academy. I Wa 
not artiged at ſuch a pitch of inde/ 
licacy as not to be greatly ſhocked 
at the thoughts of expoſing myſelf 
naked to a number ef men at once: 
but that all ruling paſſion eating ſur- 
mounted my: modeſty, and I actu- 
ally engaged with him according to 
to be an object of ſtudy and amuſe- 
ment to all the painters and daubets 
of Paris. They have exhauſted. upon 
me every ſubject ſacred or profane. 
At one time I repteſented a peni- 
tent Magdalen, at another Paſiphae;. 
one day I was; an angel, the next 
a fury, according to the whim) and 
caprice of the; gentlemen, of vit. 
2 | The 


[4]. 

© The expoſition of my charms 
were procuring me a comfortable 
ſubſiſtenes, without running any 
other: riſk- chan «that . .of catching 
eld; when I. was ri valled by * 

fitter expoßitor, who had no ſupe- 
tior . merit to me, except. that f. 
nouelty: they knew me all over, by. 
heart, and they thought there no 
longer required any proof of ſkill t 
depict me, as I had by repetition; he- 
eome familiar; whereas: mademgi., 
ſelle--Labette, . though not near ſo 
 well-proportioned as. mytelf, had, by 
the fatee of veriety alone, ſupera 
ceded, me in my. moſt advantageous 
calling. They were however ſoon 
vonvinced that her vivacity did not 
only prevent, them drawing: her 
preciſely in thoſe. attitudes which 
| Wor -W . _ WE. 
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were required, butiialfo> that it 
night be of dangetvus confer 
quences" to" their ſceiety, by bring= 
ing upon them che reſentment of 
the Police. One day, whilſt the 
Was ſtandmg for chaſtè Suſannal 
in farts. naturalibis,”a proceſſion of 
the Carmelites paſſing by, ſhe Ieaped 
from the table, and flew to the bats | 
cony to become a ſpectatot: the ats 
tention of the populace was im- 
| mediately diverted from the religious 
proceſſion; and ſome over-zealous 
attendants upon the monks gave 
her a ſalute of pebbles. Nor did 
this affair end here, for the maſter 
of the houſe narrowly eſcaped” being 


ſent to the gallies for — A 


- 
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211 About this time I had an oſſer 
made me by a muſſceteer, WhO was 
really a fine gentlemane He pro- 
poſdd to alle me a hundred livres 
a month I readily arcepted of ibis 
ester, which I thought ut this time 
very avantageoas; it had beſides 
nn adtdlitional recommendation, for'l 
eallydik ed the man; and we accord- 
ingly tack up our quarters in de 
Neue de Chaume. Monſieur Dubois, 
which was my friends mine, was 
fond of me to Amiration; 4o that 
wur eſteem was mutual this might 
be confidered a8 very extraordinary 
phænomenon in the caurſt of proſti-· 
tation, an ia ſurmountable [averſion 
being generally the only recompence 
of keepers. But with all this re- 
gard on Mon wy, ideg, Iwill wy piotong. 
Tit N10 tt 
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to aver that I! was: overiſcrupulouſly 
conſtant to him. My hair- dreſſet 
was a handſome young fellow, and 
J ound it both my intereſt: and in | | 


clination to gratify his deſires: how. 

ever, Monſieur Dubois had: no Kind 
of duſpicion upon this head, - and 
4 I, might have been ſaid to live eaſy 
dd comfortable for à woman in | 
my condition, when an unlucky ac 
cident once more deftroyed | my" || 
poſe. The court being then at Fen- | 
tainbleau, and Mr. Dubois upon | 

duty, my landlady coneluding he 

would not return but with the king, 
begged of me to lend her iy K. 
partment; for a particular acquant- 

ance; who was come from the ecun- 

try with his wife to paſs two or three 
Wen Paris. 1. did not make the 

| leaſt 


"| Sg 
leaſb/difficulty- to oblige her, andi 


Was to lie with her bilſt the viſitors 


dead, The, goods folks?accordingly: 


took — ef. my bed the * 


night. IF 1:; dich len! ls 
| Ar- Dubois — 
his, commanding officer to return to 


Faris upon ſome preſſing buſineſa 


He had a key of the ſtreet· door 


wherewith, he let himſelf in when 


he. would. e opened the door very 
ſoftly, to avoid diſturbing che family 
he. repaired to my apartment, but 
what: was his aſtohiſhment at being 


 alked, uno is rere? in a maſculine 
voice! He approached my bed . 


trembling at once with fear and rage: 


be feels about the pillows, and finds 


two; heads; It was now that the 


: deman.;jealoufy,” the ſpirit of re. 


«$02 venge, 


[4] 
venge, overpowered his reaſon. Withs 
out'farther inquiry, or ceremony, he 
falls upon the bed-fetlows with "his 
cane; and gives them ſo hearty a ba- 
ſtinado, that the unfortunate man, 
endeavouring to ſave” his wife from 
this furious aſſuilant, has ene of his 
arms broke: in the flay. It is eaſy 
to imagine what a ſcene muſt enſue. 
The houſe is preſently in an uproar; ; 
miy-the--whole-neighbourhoud' is a- 
larmed at the outeries of the un- 
fortunate pair- Murder is ſcreamed 


ona every ſide. The. guct” came, 


| _ Mr. Dubois, too late diſcover- 
ing his miſtake, is arreſted; and oo 
ducted to the Hotel. 18 unt 14193 5 


As this tumult bewegst Wb | 
tirely upon my account, IAA . 


think it — Wait Alte iſſus ruf 
| | the 


7 * 6 
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the event; but having Tipe on * 
petticoat and a petenlait; I took re- 
fuge with a canon of St. Nicholas, 4 
ho lodged under the ſame roof. 
This: a man had locked _ a 
. queſtio 1 — 
diſpleaſed. at the- adventere, which 

furniſhed him with eee, 
of teſtifying his regard for me. 

I ingratiated myſelf ſo writ der 

the-canon's-favour, that he 888 1 
to ſhare With me tlie revenue of his. 
livitg./ Though this wat 10 great 
amount; it would Have been very 
inprudent; in me, at this juncture, 
to have refuſed it ſo 1 the fun 
evening he put me om one of: his 
old-fwardptaldrofies;/in which it 
was ftürce pefiible: fur any body to 
an | bare 


A #.- 2 % 4 


91 
have known me, and conducted me 
to an e in the Rus 
os rune 5: GOA) © 03106 IH 


. * t 
* 4 


Wes c H A p. v. Alt ! 
15 introduced: to madam Maillot. 
The accident that Happens to the 
canon. His funeral oration by 
madam” Maillot. The outlines ll 
of the character of brother Ea- * 


mode. S ahr Bongs! 301 | | 
ban od anti 0a eff 7 1 
THE ks i — his, Z 


A... pipus father, ingroduerd me | 
was. one wadam Maillot,. neither | 
more, nor: leſs, than 2 dealer in, od. 
cloaths.,, This worthy; lady 91 had g 
ſome time hefoge ſerved. the canon 
in che capscity of hauſs-keoper,'- 
and ſhe. leſt him to take ſor better 
wel *T for 


[4] 
for worſe bs water-carcier, - who -ſo- 
Journeyed but a ſhort time aſter his 


nuptials, in this tranſitory ſphere. 


In a word, it was to the care of this 


venerable trader that 1 Was recom- 


mended-till. ſuch time as ſhe could 
procure me a convenient lodging. 

Madam Maillot was a lady of 
ng Small bulk in point of corpu- 


; lence;, but beneath this ſurcharge 


of fleſh, there might be diſcovered 


the veſtiges of a tolerable good 


face, upon the ſtrength of which 


| ſhe ſtill carried on a {mall libidinous | 
commerce with a brother of the ſe- | 


5 raphic.« order of St. Francis. 


The intricate mazes which lead 


to the temple of that blind goddeſs 


fortune are inexplorable to ann. , 
ty; would it be ſuppoſed; that my firſt 
10 : Fc” oG FE elevation | 


[ 49 1 
elevation to'that ſphere of grandeut 
I afterwards ſhone in, is to be at- 
tributed to the acquaintance I made 
with a dealer in old cloaths; 
yet nothing is more certain. Put 
what is moſt aſtoniſhing in the con- 
catination of fatality, and which con- | 
founds the human underſtanding, is, 
that frequently the paths of feli- 
city are pointed out by events in | 
themſelves ſhocking and dreadful. | 
A poor countryman who relies up- | 
on the hoſpitality of his friend, is 
broke alive whilft he is repofing him - 
ſelf in my chamber: and that I 
may not be called upon to be any 
way reſponſible for this tragical ad- 
venture, I eſeape to my neighbour 3 
the canon's, who privately conducts | 
me to thadam'Maillot's* this is Hot” 

Vor. II. 2 all. 
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all. The next day, to complete my 
mortification, I am informed, that 
the canon himſelf is cruſhed by the 
falling of a church, and lies buried 
in the ruins; and by this unex- 
pected diſaſter, there ſeems no other 
ceſouree for mo than to rely entirely 
vpon the mercy of my landlady. 
In ſuch a ſituation it «> not in 
the leaſt ſurpriſing that tears ſhould 
expreſs the dictates of my heart, 
which madam Maillet ſuppoſed a 
tribute I was paying. to the dead. 
For ſome minutes our ſtreams of 


ſorrow flowed in concert; aſter 
Which, this good woman being na- 


turally no great friend to laſting af-. 
fiction, attempted to adminiſter con- 


ſolation, in which the ſueceeded bet- 


ter 0 her mere — 
2 1 e 125 5 a 
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ſions, chan the moſt learned doctor 
could have done with all his OT 
OE TI EEO UTE 
, Come, my Ger faid the; it 
is time that reafon ſhould take 
place, for if we were to ery till 
« doomſday, we could not bring 
« him back to life. God's will be 
he done! and, after all, it is not 
us that have killed him. It is 
„ his own fault if he is dead; = 
« yes, that it is; what the plague | 
had he to do at Marin? he Who 
in the courſe of a Whole twelve 
% month, does not go four times? 
Was there ever a worſe-judged 
< time for devotion? Might not 
* Matins have been ſung juſt as 
e well without him ? Are not the 
* choĩriſts paid for it? Ay, "ag. 
© gofhp- Guiltote ſays, Death is a 
'D 2 « gteat 


1521 


ee great traitor, as well as a. great 
« tyrant ; juſt when we the leaſt 
« expect him, he comes vpon us; 
10 who in the name of . Prophecy, 
2 could have, told the canon yeſ- 


9. 


<< terday, we ſhall have a fine 
2 gooſe to- morrow,, but the deuce 
oF a-bit will you be able to eat of 
6 it; He would have ſworn; it was 
MT a lye,. and that he could cat his 
7 Lare Yet this 18 the way we 
are miſtaken every day. It is a 


ee pities to be ſure; for 


1 


mn it, is, a8 fine A gooſe, as ever was 
« ſerved , at the, king's table; it 
0 « muſt be fo; 5 and what ſignifies 
« grięving; ; all the chagrin in-the 
« world won't, make us a farthing 
* richer ; for, to own the truth, 
2 0 believe | if people were paid for 


| 6c 
4 * mourning | 
PF: e ne ? 
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mourning, 1 ſhould be as for- 
rowful as the moſt weeping at- 
tendant upon a funeral. 1 
friends there's no great loſs; 


true, he loved his wench, bun 
then he promiſed ten times more 
than he performed; and what was 
worſe the rogue would not let 
them paſture in another's ground, 
though he could not allow them 


a handful more forage; and then 


he was tinctured with no ſmall 
ſpice of gluttony; and, canon- 
like, he would now and then 
get mellow; but, what's worſe 


than all, he run in debt for it; 
e what fignifies hiding the truth; he 


is dead and gone, but, to be ſure, 
never did a more worthleſs fellow 


eben of a ptieſt break D „ 


1D 3 : | Madam 


| 
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Madam Maillot convinced me by 
this learned funeral oration upon 
her maſter, that our ſervants are no- 
thing better than ſpies and critics 
of our conduct, who are the more 
dangerous, in proportion 4s they are 
unable to diſcern-our good qualities, 
though they have always too much 
malice not to diſcover our weakneſſes 
and imperfections. She, however, 
talked to me in 'a very different 
manner with regard to brother La- 
mode: he was living, and his 
church newly rebuilt; ſo that there 
was no great likelihood of having 
an opportunity ſoon of diſplaying 
her talents in a funeral oration up- 
on bis account, by reafon of à fi- 
milar cataſtrophe. It muſt be ac- 
mn that he was of fo 


5 1 $6 agrecable 


„ 
agreeable a diſpoſition, that he de- 


ferved encomiums from all who - 


knew. him. He entered juſt as 
madam Maillot was trufling the 
gooſe for the ſpit. I perceived a 
fine young fellow, - robuſt and vis 


gorous, with piercing eyes and an 


expreſſive countenance. My wor- 
thy landlady immediately acquainted 
him with the accident that had be- 
fel her and myſelf, in the perfon 
of the defun& canon; but he had 
already gained information of it; 
for what indeed elſe have the elergy 
in France to do but gather news, 


which they communicate by way of 


barter for more, ſave ſouls, and in- 


creaſe bodies; without conſidering 
fornication as a vice, or cuckoldom 


as à crime, bat in the pulpit? No 
0 D 4 one 
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one who ever wore the habit was 
| better calculated for this traffic than 
brother Lamode; he was an adept 
at-.regulating nice interviews, re- 
moving -obſlacles, eluding the vi- 
gilance- of the - moſt penetrating 
Argus, cheating jealous: huſbands, 
and relieving timid virgins from the 
tyrannical empire of relations. In 
a word, he was the king of Proxe- 
netes's, and the Mercury of the in- 
triguing world, 45 

Such an acquaintance could not 
fail of being agreeable to me, as 
madam Maillot told me, that he 
never undertook any girl's ſettle- 

ment, without being ſure to accom- 

X pliſh it. I therefore thought it my 

" Intereſt, to be in every reſpect con- 
ey, deſcending to this amiable and uſe- 

1 


* 
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ful brother; and as he was not 


poſſeſſed of any fort of baſhful- 
neſs, which prevented his ſoon 
coming to an explanation upon the 
ſcore of Cyprian devotions, in whick 
his greateſt fervency was demon- 
ſtrated, it cannot be ſuppoſed that 
J kept him long in dalliance. No, 
to acknowledge the truth, I made 
him as happy as he deſired the 
very firſt night I faw him: nor was 
madam Maillot any way. diſpleaſed 
at my, condeſcenſion, though ſhe 
conſidered brother Lamotie, not 
without reaſon, as part of her pro- 
perty. Her maxim was, © that 
“ gluttony was a deadly ſin, and 
« that where there was a plen- 
« teous board, two gueſts might 
Heat at the ſame meſs, without 

= D 5 either 


1 either being in eas of 
[ om want.“ 


T c HAP. Wer 
The good diſpoſitions of bröcder 
Lamode towards Maria, which 
are fruſtrated by the fudden 
e f We epebs hinges” He 
pfromiſes her his further intereſt, 

whilſt ſhe remains under the 
direction of madam Maillot. The 
pious advice of this worthy 
lady, Ke. e 


| - ROTHER Lamode was fo 
Wl well convinced in the morn» 
UW ing of my talents, that he pro- 


lf © "phetically told I ſhould certainly 
"fl make my fortune. Continued he, 
| 2 I could eafily recommend you 
| of 


159 J 
to one, WhO would immediately 
«. take you into keeping, but he 


© would. make no. ſettlement, and 


« I think you are deſerving of 


«© ſome one better. Your figure and: 
< perſon will not let you long re- 
* main in a. ſtate of obſcurity ;; 
„and, every thing conſidered, the: 
« opera will be the beſt; place for- 
% you to expoſe. your charms to 
* a fair market. I will uſe all my- 
** intereſt. to get you engaged 
„there: the only queſtion is, 
e whether you think yourſelf bet- 
« ter qualified for a ng 4 or a. 
te dancer.“ 

To this I replied; ©* I: 8 y- 
voice was not good enough, and! 
% perhaps they might have ob- 
* jections, if they knew I was a 

D 6, 1 foxeigner, 
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1 foreigner,” in — to 3 rent 
A nunciation ... 
As to your voice, he med, 
J think it very elegant, and I do 
not imagine it poſſible for the 
*. niceſt ear to determine that you 
, are not a native; but I am of 
1 opinion you will captivate the 
„ moſt as a dancer; for really, ſaid 
he, (viewing my leg) you will 
«<, make» a conqueſt of the whole 
6 parterre the firſt night.“ 

My orthodox friend was as good 
as his word; he ſpoke to the di- 
rector of the opera the next day, 
and gave me a letter of recom- 
mendation to him; but: he was 
taken ill of a malignant fever, 
which carried him off in a few 
days. Brother Lamoùe had not 
i | yet 


eo 
yet eſtabliſhed his influence with 
the new manager; but he had not 
the leaſt doubt, but as ſoon as he 
became acquainted with his merits 
and pretenſions, he ſhould have the 
ſame intereſt at the opera as he had 
before, and he very ſincerely af- 
fared me, that as ſoon as he could 
rely upon it, I might command it. 

In this expectation, though I re- 
ceived ſcarce any gratifications from 
brother Lamoũe, I thought it pru- 


dent to keep up my correſpondence - 


with him; but madam Maillot, 


who very well knew that an ac- © 


quaintance of this kind would but 
little aſſiſt good houſekeeping, gave 
me ſuch advice as ſhe thought would 
be of temporary advantage, till 
things were brought to a criſis, 

when 


= L 
when I might diſplay my legs to 
double advantage to the parterre. 
From the moment I had made an 
acquaintance with brother Lamoũe, I 
conceived the idea of making my 
fortune, and of leaving my pre- 
ſent hoſteſs; but the diſappointment 
I had juſt met with by the loſs of 
che manager obliged me to deſer 
putting my project in execution, 
and I therefore was compelled im- 
plicitly to follow the directions of 
madam Maillot. She gave me di- 
rections where to walk; in what 
manner to behave to a cavalier, 
when he accoſted me; how far I 
ſhould flatter his expectations; and 
in what manner 1 ſhould. dangle- 
- him home to her houſe, where 
ſhe might make a proper advantage 
of him. In: 


[6] 


In the courſe of a week I had 


been lucky enough to obtain no leſs 
than five different lovers, every one 
of whom paid me handſomely, and 
my hoſteſs began to treat me with- 
peculiar civility upon my ſucceſs, 
She ſaid, © the found I was a girl 
« of parts, which only wanted a 
< little cultivation; that her good. 
e inſtructions. had not been thrown 
% away upon me, but that ſhe had 


* one bit of advice to give me, 


« which had hitherto eſcaped her, 
„ 4 | beware of the military . for 
« thoſe among them who are rich 


© all keep miſtreſſes; one half of 


the poor ones are in keeping: 
e themſelves, and the other half are 


* not able to keep either miſtreſſes- 
or themſelves,” | 


— 


].ac- 
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I acquieſced to every thing my ju- 


Ads and worthy governante al. 


Wer 


ſerted, and promiſed to be guided 
entirely by her directions: whilſt, 


in my heart, 1 looked upon her, 


as a moſt infernal jade, and had 


| reſolved to treat her as ſuch the ve- 
x. firſt oppattunity that offered. 


CHAP. VII. 


* 


An interview with a gentleman. 


The uneaſineſs Maria feels in his 
company, notwithſtanding his po- 


liteneſs and regard. Diſcovers 
him to be her brother at a very 


eritical time: Mrs. Maillot's logic 


and counſel, which difguſt Maria, 
| HILST I was Rill at ma- 


dam Maillot' 8. 1 was one 


evening overtaken by a gentleman, 


in 


— 
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in the Rue St. Honore, who after 
much ſolicitation, I permitted to con- 


duct me home. It cannot be ſup- 
poſed that my landlady was any 
of thoſe ſqueamiſh women who 
would object to the admittance of 
a ſtranger, eſpecially when his ap- 


pearance beſpoke: him the man of 
opulence: no, ſhe very readily 


lighted us up ſtairs, and as readily 


took his orders . for. the ſupper. 
Whilſt this was preparing, he ſaid 
a thouſand tender things ta me, 
ee that I was the prettieſt woman 
« he had ever ſeen in France; and 
© that if I had not ſpoke ſuch good 
« French, he ſhould have been of 
2 opinion, that I was an Engliſn 
women, I ſo much reſembled them 
e in my cleanlineſs and complexion.” 


Not- 
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, Notwithſtanding all. theſe com- 
pliments, and the moſt engaging 
behaviour on his ſide, I was far from 
being entertaining, or bthaving: with 
that complaiſance he had reaſon to 
expect from me; I was ſeized with 
4 kind of melancholy, which, not- 
withſtanding all my efforts to ſur- 
mount, I could not get the bet- 
ter of; the application of the 
champaign 1 was entirely void of ef- 
ſect; and it was with the. greateſt 
relactance that I indulged him with 
an embrace, and all his converſa- 
tion, which tended towards amo 
tous delight, ſhocked. my ears more 

than it could have done before I bad | 
yielded to the. propoſals of my firſt |} 
vile ſeducer. He perceived my cha- 
Erin, and was very ſolicitous to 
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know the cauſe : I evaded giving 


an explicit . for, indeed, 1 
could not have done it. 

At length the hour came for our 
retiring to reſt, and madam Maillot, 
who had perceived the plenitude of 
his purſe,” had taken the greateſt 
pains to ſet off my apartment to 


the moſt advantage. I was ab 
ready undreſſad and in bed, hen 


he was taking off his ftock and 
unbuttoning his ſhirt-callar, I per- 
ceived a remarkable mole on the 
right fide of his neck; this im- 
 mediately brought to my recollec- 
tion every feature of _—_ brother 
Charles. 8 
I jumped out of bed, and ſcream- 
ing flew in my preſent condition 
to the room of Mrs. Maillot: ſhe 
e w. 
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was unable to conceive the"cauſe of 
my conſternation, and concluded; 
that the houſe was on fire; ſo that, 
without enquiring of me what was 
the matter, ſhe immediately re- 
paired to my chamber, where ſhe 
found my brother in as much 
confuſion as I had appeared. He 
aſked:her whether I was accuſtomed 
. hot! fits, relatin g to her what had 
happened, and adviſing her to take 
care of me, and give me what re- 
lief ſhe could, as he imagined I 
was ſomewhat | diſordered © in my 
mind, ſaying, he had perceived a 
fixed melancholy -in my counte- 
nance the whole evening, and that 
he had concluded I had ſomething 
which een 2 Why nen | 


141 
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Madam | Maillot hereupon re- 
turned to me with an air of greater 
altoniſhment than either of us, and 
would fain have perſuaded me to- 
go back to my friend, as ſhe called 
him, who ſhe added, ce appeared very 

© much like a gentleman, and could 
“ not poſſibly be guilty of uſing 

« me:ill;” but all her perſuaſives — | 
were of no avail, and I could not 
be prevailed upon to return to my 
room, till ſuch time as I found my 
brother was gone. 
The news of his having put on his 
cloaths and being retired, gave me 
more real ſatisfaction, than I Was AY 
ever ſenſible of before: it deli- 

vered me from a load, that op 

preſſed me beyond deſcription: I 
immediately breathed another æther; . 
Abe l R ol 
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all my \forrow was, expelled; all 
my anguiſh; was diflipated. I was 
now poſſeſſed . of ſpirits), enough to 
acquaint Mrs. Maillot with the 
cauſe of my Jurpriza and behaviour: 
but ſhe treated it in a manner very 
different from what I expected. She 
attempted to reaſon caſuiſtically up- 
on the ſubject, and would fain have 
perſuaded me, it would have 
« been no fin to have committed 
< inceſt, as we cannot ſuppoſe the 
< children of Adam could have had 
< any other wives than their daugh- 
« ters and ſiſters: and adviſed! me; 
65 in caſe he returned, not to be fo 
00 prudiſh, as he,was-fluſh of — 
tt and appeared very fond of me.” 
/ This, reaſoning. and advice com- 
pleted my antipathy to madam Mail- 
2 1 : tot, 
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lot, and reſolved to profit of the 
firſt favourable opportunity, to break 
the connexion between us. 


CHAP. VII. 


The tranſition in Maria's fortune; 


the faſhions of the gay ladies of 
Paris, who ſcrupulouſly imitate 
r in every part of her dreſs, 


'T was but two days after, that 
walking in the Thuilleries, I 
obſerved an Engliſh nobleman keep 
his eyes conſtantly upon me, turn 
as I turn; and move juſt according 


to my motions. Madam Maillot, 


who: was with me, told me, F had 


made a conqueſt, but hoped I fhould 


dot moms him to be another brether 
of 


ber grandeur and elegance; leads 


- -. 
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ef mine. She would have had more 
reaſon to have been of this opinion, 

if ſhe had underſtood Engliſh, and 
had heard him declare, Egad, 
Tom, .ſhe is. the fineſt? creature 
« Lever ſaw in my life; I'll have 
| ® her, if ſhe 1s comeatable, though 

405 ſhe coſts me ten thouſand pounds.“ 
I did not reveal this diſcovery to ma- 
dam Maillot, but failed not being 
in the Thuilleries the next day, pre- 
ciſely at the ſame hour. I had taken 
particular care to dreſs myſelf to 
the greateſt advantage, having em- 
played three hours extraordinary 
that morning at my toilette, and 
exhauſted the whole {kill of three 
of the greateſt artiſts in all Paris, 
in point of hair-dreſſing. If ever 
1 was hls to rivet. the fetters which 
419 e had | 


bat 


I had already linked, methought I | 


could not fail at preſent. - | 
I no ſooner entered the gardens, 


than I perceived my admirer at che 


end of the walk; his eye caught 
mine in an inſtant, and he ſeemed 
to gaze with admiration and ſur- 


prize. I appeared to take no no- | 


tice of him, when he came up to 
madam Maillot, and aſked, with a 


faultering voice, if that lady uas mar- 


ried? to which ſhe anſwered, ſhe 


believed not. Then madam, con- 
tinued he, I ſhould take it as a 
particular favour, if you will in- 
form me where ſhe lives. Ma- 


dam Maillot was too well verſed 
in her trade, to give a direct an- 
ſwer to this queſtion. Sir, ſaid 


„ though ſhe is not married 
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© at preſent, ſhe is engaged, and it 
* would be highly improper for any 
te gentleman to wait upon her.“ 
This information did but double his 
curioſity, and though we made as 
many turnings and windings as 
half a dozen Fiacres could trace, we 
were, nevertheleſs, dogged home, 
by one of the gentlemen's foot- 
men. 8 - (ef 
The next day he ſent me a let- 
ter, wherein he 'made me ſuch pro- 
poſals as it would have been very 
imprudent for me to have refuſed 
in my preſent fituation, and, as a 
fample of his generoſity, be pre- 
ſented me with a repeating watch 
by Le Roy, and a valuable ring. 
A week's time made a complete 
tranſition in my affairs. From the 
| . ſeceurvy 
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ſcurvy dwelling of madatn Maillot, 1 


was moved to an elegant lodging i in 
a magnificent Hotel in Rue Colbert, 
at thirty Louis a month; a ſer- 
vant in livery, a valet de chambre, 
a maitre d hotel, two waiting maids, 


and a brilliant caroſſe pf by Mar- 


tin, formed my retinuum. 


1 might now be faid to lead ha 


faſhion of Paris, at leaft amongſt 
thoſe ladies who fhone forth with 
peculiar ſplendour, at the price of 


their reputation: every opera ſinger, 

and every kept woman of any emi- 
nence, ſtrove to outvie each other, 
in imitating me: it was enough 
that mademoiſelle Brown had ap- 


peared in ſuch a cap, er ſuch 4 


cloak; their. milliners were imme - 


A. ſet to work to produee them 
E 2 the 


| 
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the like, Monſieur Crapodine made 
his fortune by dreſſing my hair; he 


curled it in a. peculiar form with 
drop- locks; every one immediately 
enquired who was my dreſſer, and 
he had preſently more cuſtomers 


than he could wait upon; fo that 


* 7 17 


he fixed his price according to the 


hour, and would frequently make 


a dozen Louis of a day, by the 


folly and caprice of thoſe who imi- 
ties. my faſhions. | 


"When. 1 was arrived at this pich 


of giſtinction, madam Maillot made 


*4 © ö 


great int reſt to come and ſerve me. 
in. quality of heuſekeeper; and, to 
this end; ſhe engaged brather, Las. 


3 + » « 


negotiation, — 16g as 5 
was, reſolyed to have no connexion 
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with a perſon of her AE and 
Gipoſtin | 


CHAP. VIII 


A ſketch of the artifices uſed by 
opera girls to gull the Engliſh. 


gentlemen who go to Paris. The 


conduct of a Britiſh merchant's ; 
ſon in that metropolis ; ; his folly | 


and W 


HUS did I continue moving 
in the higheſt ſphere of lux- 


ury and grandeur in the metropolis 
of France, by the ſupport and coun- 
tenance of an Engliſh nobleman, 


whom the French themſelves are 
impelled to acknowledge ſurpaſs | 
their own nobleſſe in grandeur, ge- 
neroſity, and magnificence. It is 


E 3 for 
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for this reaſon that an opera girl in 


France no ſooner hears of the ar- 
rival of a milord Anglois, than ſhe 
ſets all her: machines: in movement, 
and plays off all her artillery, as ſhe 
concludes her fortune completed, if 
ſhe has the good lack to make 


A. conqueſt of him. Whilſt I re- 
mained in Paris, upon the bon ton, 
there were no leſs than four opera 


gitls in keeping by Engiſh gentle- 
men; and if one might judge by 
their extravagance in dreſs and equi- 
page, they could not be ſupported 
for leſs than a hundred pounds a 


week, beſides preſents of jewels 


and ſuch like ſuperfluous orna- 


ments. Mademoiſelle Florezete, who 


was one of them, and with whom 


I Was acquainted, gave me ſome 


Al | 1 account 
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account of the artifices ſhe had 
practiſed upon her Engliſh lover. 
The firſt good man, ſaid ſhe, 
« that J attracted on my coming 
“on the ſtage was a rich banker's 
% fon of London; his father was 
e a baronet, and he was particu- 
* larly ſollicitous of ſupporting the 
* title and dignity of his family, 
* by his magnificence and appear- 
„ ance. No man in Paris had a 
*© finer equipage, or more elegant 
e liveries, and no man in Paris bid 
« fairer for making a good keeper. 
Though he could not lay claim 
eto any great excellence in per- 
te ſon, as his ſtature was rather be- 
low the middle ſize, and his legs 
© were not ſo perfectly ftrait as he 
** could have wiſhed, he had ac- 


E 4 compliſh- 


E 
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* compliſhments which he piqued 
himſelf upon, and which, in- 
indeed, were ſomewhat extraor- 
dinary. No man kept better 
race-horſes, was a greater maſter 


* boxing, or was better quali- 


fied to carry off a dozen bottles 
of champaign, without reeling. 
This gentleman, who was the 
hope and idol of his family, 


travelled, in order to unite with 


his corporeal accompliſhments 
ſuch as are acquired by ſeeing 
the world, and an acquaintance 
with the beau monde. How- 
ever, the only connexion he had at 
preſent in Paris was at his bank- 
er's, upon whom he had an unli- 
mited letter of credit; and all his 
acquaintance was s confined to two 
40 or 


811 
* or three Chevaliers d' Induſtrie, 
«« pimps and hangers on, and the 
charming Thais's they N 


4 him. 


«© Mr. L. who was pander i in 
&« ordinary to the opera girls, hap- 


* pening to fall in company with 


«© Mr. B. he expreſſed his fur- 


e prize that a gentleman of his fa- 
* mily and appearance, ſhould have 


„ fo ſmall a connexion with the la- 


& dies; and at, the ſame time, 
threw out. ſome hints, that he 


the moſt accompliſhed women 


upon the ſtage; that they were 
the only acknowledged goddeſſes 
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«in Paris, to whom the BY and 
„ polite all paid their adorations. 


6 The bait took: Mr. B. acknow- 
E 1 *© ledged 


could introduce him to one of 


0-61 
© ledged that he had for ſome time 
© had a very ſincere deſire of being | 
„ engaged with one; that this was 

* no other than Mademoiſelle Flo- 


(c 


e rezete... The deuce, replied Mr. L 
“ you have as much genuine taſte 
© as if you had reſided here a 
e dozen years... Do you know, 
e that ſince the memory of man, 
there never appeared a more di- 

** vine creature than Florezete upon 
te our Rage 1 | It is not above a 
| « month ſince ſhe has been diſen- 
« gaged, and ſhe has already fo 
many propoſals made her, that 
* ſhe does not know which to ac- 
, cept. She is beſieged on all 
t ſides; and her aſſailants, it muſt 
* be owned, are very furious in their 
©* attacks. She is the very perſon I 
n 


{1 


T1031] 
ſhould have mentioned, and is, in- 
10 deed, the only one at preſent that 
« would be worthy of your rank 
« and merit. 


** 


.c 


Lal 


« This was a modeſt repreſen- 
ec tation of me, you will allow, for 
« the firſt - overture ; but Mr. L. 
* had like to have gone too far in 
« repreſenting my ſaitors ſo nu- 
* merous, as Mr. B. was not fond 


Lg 


R W f 

© of much trouble, and was not 4 
| * knight-errant ſufficient to de- i 
| « fire encountering more difficu ties 
* 


than he could ſurmount with his 
* money; ſo that he was upon 
the point of giving up all hopes 9 
« of me, when Mr. L. reſumed 3 
« his panegyrical harangue in the ll 
* n. manner. | | 
E But ſir, continued he, ſhe has [ 
ſo many obligations to me, andi 

; E 6 ©« have 8 


* 
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et have ſo. much your intereſt at 
« heart, that methinks I could ſoon 
« make an impreſſion on her in 
<« your favour ; eſpecially as ſhe is 
< in raptures with a foreigner, and 
as there is never a one at preſent 
« upon her liſt of ſuitors : the is 
©& the leaſt ſelf-intereſted woman I 
* ever knew, and would make an 
incomparable miſtreſs to a man 
« who would pay her proper re- 
, ſpect. Vou cannot conceive how 
„ great her attachment was to her 
« laſt lover: it muſt be acknow- 
“ ledged; he was very worthy of it, 
« and that no man ever behaved to 
«© a woman in a more noble or a 
«more generous. manner. It was 
te in vain for her to hide her wants 

« "Frog him; for. you know a pret- 


« 7 ol 
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to ſtruggle who ſhould” act the 


< him to furnith him with an op- 


851 
« ty woman has always ſome of 
c one ſort or other: he had a moſt 
« ſarprizing penetration for diſco- 
vering them, and they ſeemed | 


<« moſt diſintereſted part, in a man- 1 
t ner as extrordinary as it was 
* agreeable. 

Mr. B. was captivated at theſe | 
e great elogiums, which Mr. L. 1 
© -laviſhed upon me; he could no | ; 
longer reſiſt, ſtrongly importuning 


« portunity of converſing with me. 
« This Mr. L. told him would be | 
« very. difficult to effect, till ſuch | 
te time as he paved the way for him, | 

| 


« by repreſenting him as the moſt | 

« amiable as well as generous cha- it 

« racter in the world, it being an | 
& inva- 
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*. iavatiable rale with me, to ad- 
* mit no viſitors, but ſuch who bore 
the beſt of reputations, and were 
very ſtrongly. recommended. 


„J vas immediately informed of 


« all that had paſſed, and reſolved 
<« with Mr. L's advice not to ad- 
& mit him to a viſit, till ſuch 
c time as I had more ſtrongly ex- 
cited his paſſion by my appear- 
© ance in a new ballet, which was 
s at preſent in rehearſal, and which 
e was to be repreſented in a few 
% days. Mr. L. therefore informed 
«© him, that I was at preſent fo 


* 


s greatly taken up with learning 


d this new dance, that I had not a 
* moment to myſelf; but that he 
% had no reaſon to doubt, but by 
<<. the favourable repteſentation he 

« had 
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« had given of him, and the at- 
«. tention with which I had liſtened, 
he would be able to introduce him 


to me, as ſoon as my preſent hurry 
was over. | 


« He failed not to be preſent at 1 


te the rehearſal of the new opera, 8 


cc 


ce 


and he took an opportunity It] 
of paying his obeiſſance, by re- | 
* ſpectfully kiſſing my hand be- 1! 
« hind the ſcenes. I was very far | b 
« from being diſpleaſed at ſecing || 
him at this rehearſal : for it is |: 
upon theſe occaſions that the | 
« opera ladies diſplay their greateſt 
„ magnificence, by endeavouring 
ce to outrival each other in dreſs 
„ and appearance. This was his 
« firft advance, and, no doubt, he 
imagined, he had performed won- 
N 4 nk « ders 
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ders in having raviſhed my hand, 
and obtained from me a ſmile of 
25 — 


CHAP. IX. 


Sequel of the adventure between 
Mademoiſelle Florezete and 
Mr. Bennet. | 


— 


H E Palais-Royal ſcems to 
be a territory, whoſe pro- 
* perty is entirely inveſted in we la- 
« dies of the opera, and which we 
* ſeem to have acquired by as an- 
cient preſcription as the founda- 
« tion of the theatre itſelf, It is in 
« this garden c of freedom, that we are 
4 authorized to take upon ourſelves 
« the airs of women of conſequence, 
and to brave with impunity the 
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it 
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completely employed in ogling 
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eye of the ſpectator by our mag- 
nificent dreſs and our brilliant ap- 
pearance. There it was that 
Mr. Bennet came to meet me 


the next day, and ſay all the 


tender things he could ſuggeſt, 
whilſt I, with an air of triumph 
and difdain, ſeemed to give him 
not the leaſt attention, being 


every petit-maitre- that paſſed, 
whoſe obeiflances were as pro- 
found as they were continual. 
„ Notwithſtanding the little en- 
couragement I gave my Engliſh 
lover, he had fortitude enough 
to follow me out of the gardens, 
and to entreat me to partake of 
his remiſe, as Monſieur L. was to 


2 eat ſoup with him that day, and 


« Is 
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« as my company would be parti- 
* cularly agreeable. I framed: a 
« hundred imaginary excuſes to 
avoid going; but; at length, 1 
ha let myſelf be prevailed upon. 

We found Mr. L. at Mr. Ben- 
« net's, who'congratulated his friend 
upon his (eloquence . and good 
fortune, in having prevailed up- 
t. on me to be one of his gueſts. 
0 After dinner Monſieur L. took 
5 an opportunity of retiring, that 
* Mr. Bennet might profit of it in 
— form. 1 had got my cue, and I 
knew J might have my price, if 
ff. I did but ftand out. He firſt be- 
6e. gan by offering me twenty Louis 
« a week and my table. I told 
e him that would not pay for ſhoes 
* and ſtockings; by degrees, he 
en gradually 
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gradually mounted to ſixty Louis 
* a week, where I found he ſtuck; 
« for notwithſtanding I ſtill turned 
up my noſe at the propoſal, I diſ- 
% covered he was at preſent reſo- 
* lutely bent upon giving no more; 
« fo that I thought it was prudent 
« to accept of this ſmall ſalary re- 
“ pularly, in hopes that I might 
* make it ſtill worth my while by 
* perquiſites; and now that he 
* engaged the premiſes, he was for 


* entering upon them that veryß 


e night; but I reminded him, that 
* he had not given earneſt yet ; 
upon which he 'threw his purſe 


© into my lap, which contained 


% upwards of ſeventy Louis. 
The firſt week 1 ſqueezed from 
him, by drinking two toaſts in 


«« Engliſh, 


9 


. „ Engliſh, fifty Louis, and put him 
«into ſo good a humour by my 
| 6, condeſcenſion, that he went with 


me the next day to buy a new 
negligee, having previouſly praiſed 
his taſte and judgment in point 


e of; dreſs. I took care to leave 
my purſe at home, as the mer- 
«© cer's bill came to fix hundred 
and fifty livres for thirty yards 
* of rich gold and ſilver brocaded, 
e and I borrowed as much of him 
© to pay it. 


But this is nothing. i in compa- 


— riſon of the frequent expences, 
which I found opportunities to 
“ plunge him into. I had nothing 


ce to do 
. markable acts of generoſity of a 


but mention ſome re- 


cM * foreigner, to- excite his , 


„ and 
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* and emulation to outvie him, as 
* he would not let it be faid, that 
« any. man of whatever nation 
ce could ſurpaſs an Engliſhman in 
* magnificence. Is it poſſible that 
ce there can be any man fo ſtupid, 
* as to. conteſt the merit of diſſi- 
e pating his fortune with a wre, 
for the honour of his country? 
One morning he waited upon 
* me by appointment to break- _ 
« faſt, when I had ordered a jew- 
eller of my acquaintance to call 
« as if by accident. Normati was 
at the door juſt as the chocolate 
© was. ready z the ſervant told me 
* he had ſomething particular to 
« fay to me; but I ſeemed much 
« diſſatisfied at being diſturbed : 
however, ſaid I, with your: leave 
| cc Mr. 


Ie | 

« Mr, Bennet, let's know what this 
1 man wants. Norman was ac- 
45 cordingly admitted. Good 
« morrow, monſieur Norman, what 
« has brought you here ſo early in 
e this part of the town? how. goes 
c trade? 1 warrant now, you've got 
40 ſomething new to ſhew. me. 
10 Madam, he anſwered, that was 

f « juſt the cauſe of my taking the 
« liberty to wait upon you; I 
* thought. that being in your neigh- 
&* bourhood, you would not be diſ- 
<« pleaſed at my ſhowing you a cu- 
0 riqus, craſs which I am going to 
carry to a financier's lady in the 
<« place des Victoires. I can venture 
e to ſay, without vanity, that there 

0 never was a more maſterly piece 
« of work.. Really, Monſieur 


5 a = Norman 
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“Norman, you are a very good fort 
« of a man not to forget your 
friends; I am much obliged” to 
* you for this mark of your atten- 
*© tion: Pray let's ſee it, Mr. Nor- 
man, ſince you're ſo polite. On 
„ my word, Mr. Bennet, it is vaſt- 
ly. beautiful; the mounting is 


e amazingly fine; the ſtones are of | 

1 
« a very beautiful water, and moſt 1 
ec maſterly cut! Do you not think x 


« it caſts a very fine luſtre? Theſe ll 

* ;nſolent financiers wives wear eve- | 

« ry thing that is in the higheſt | 

ct taſte, I cannot ſay, but what it 18 

e mortifies me a little that fuch a ll 

<« pretty thing ſhould be worn by 

« a woman of her caſt, Pray, 

| * Mr. Norman, what may - price 
| A © he" Madam, he anſwe , 


Td | cc 8 
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v * gh thouſand livres, is the Jaws 
<« eſt at a Word. Well if I were in 
«: | caſh, I certainly would have. it; 
„but t Ohl pray madam, do 
ec not mention that, it makes no 
©, manner, of difference, By no 
20 means, Monſieur Norman, I can- 

60 not think of running in debt. 
Mr. Bennet, with whom 1 
had a little ſham, quarrel. the day 
e before, ſeemed highly pleaſed. at 
« ſo favourable. an opportunity of 
ec recovering my good graces. . He 
“took up the crols in paying eighty 
« Louis ready money, which was 
. « all he had about him, and giv- 
« ing. a draught. payable, at fight, 
4 for the rema inder... ” 


4-3 


ee In a word, this ridiculous va- 


cc 0 of Mr. Ben net, was worth 
7 to 


[ 97 ] 


« to me in the courſe of four 
“ months, upwards of ſeven thou- 
« {and pounds, ſterling ; and if 
te his father had not unluckily died 
« at the end of that period, which 
« occaſioned his precipitate journey 
to England, J do not doubt, that 
e by this time I ſhould have tranſ- 
« ferred two thirds, if not his whole 
< fortune, into my coffers.” | 
Such then was the account Ma- 
demoiſelle Florezete gave me of 
the generoſity and ſtupidity of her 
Engliſh lover, which was an excel- 
lent leſſon for me, and I failed hot 
to improve by her inſtructions. It 
is true, my lord could not afford to 
ſquander away fuch large ſums, as 
it ſeemed Mr. Bennet had at com- 
mand; but then a hint was ſuffi- 
Vo . II. = cient, 
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= cient, and whatever he gave, was 
- with ſo free a will and fo much good 
1 nature, that it added to the value 
Il of the donation, This elegant ge- 
| neroſity on the fide of my bene- 
factor ſomewhat compreſſed my de- 
mands, and I had a kind of remorſe 
at fleecing a man who took ſo much 
pains to ae himſelf amiable.) 3 


CHAP: X. 


The propoſal his lordſhip. makes. 

Sets out from Paris with him: 
i their arrival in England. Meets 
With a female relation: her ex- 
nuaaordinary politeneſs properly re- 
o BE 


SHORT time er tis my 

"A. lord's domeſtic affairs de- 
. bis * in nw 5 
1715 . and 
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and though he ſtill continued ex- 
preſſing upon every occaſion the 
greateſt regard and affection for 
me, he left it to my choice, either 
to accompany him, or remain at 
Paris; ſaying, that as I had been fo 
long out of my native country, and 
as I might have formed connexions 
and acquaintance in Paris that might 
be agreeable, if the journey to Eng- 
land was not my choice, he would 
continue remitting me ſuch ſums as 


ſhould be neceſſary for ſupporting 


me. The offer was too generous for 


me to accept of it, as I ſhould there- 
by have been deprived of the plea- 
ſure of the company of a man whom 
I greatly eſteemed ;. and as I did 
not doubt but when I made as ele- 
gant an appearance in London as I 


F 2 had 
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had done in Paris, I ſhould nei- 
ther want for acquaintances nor 
even relations, who would claim a 
kindred to grandeur and magnifi- 
cence, under the badge of proſti- 
tution. 

My lord ſeemed highly pleaſed 
with the preference I gave of ac- 
companying him rather than ſojourn 
behind him in Paris; and upon 
our departure from that capital, he 
laid out naar ſeven thouſand Livres 
upon me in clothes and trinkets. 
We ſet out on Shrove-Tueſday for 
Calais, where we arrived the next 
night, and being embarked on board 
the Packet, I had, in a few hours, 
the pleaſure of beholdin g once more 
my native ſhore, 


* 


We 
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We landed at Dover, without 
. met with any other incon- 
venience in our paſſage than be- 
ing a little ſea-fick, which did not 
however prevent my making a ve- 
ry hearty' breakfaſt, The manners 
and appearance of my countrymen 


ſeemed quite ſtrange to me, after 
ſix years abſence : ſo prevalent is 


cuſtom and uſe, however ridiculous 
and unnatural. It was with ſome. 


difficulty I expreſſed myſelf in my 


mother tongue; and it was with 
{till greater, that I could be prevailed 
upon to taſte Britiſh burgundy, fo 
much had my taſte been vitiated by 
exotic beverage. 

But theſe ſcruples and difficulties, 
I in a great meaſure ſurmounted, 
the nearer I approached the capital, 


F 3 where 
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where his lordſhip's ſervants were 
ready for his reception, and where 
a genteel lodging had been prepared 


ſor me in Bond- ſtreet, as his lord- 
ſhip could not introduce me at his 


own houſe, a ſuperannuated lady 
old enough to be his mother, and 
whoſe only charms, -upon her mar- 
riage, conſiſted in eighty thouſand 
pounds, there calling him huſband, 

My firſt concern after my fatigue 
was over centered in an enquiry 
after ſuch relations as I had left in 
England; but, after all my reſearches, 


J could obtain no account of any; 
except my worthy aunt, who had 


fairly outlived all her friends, and 
was now reduced to the neceſſity of 
toad- eating for a livelihood amongſb 


the great and rms. 


It 


103. 
It may be with truth averred, that 
my: character was certainly at the 
time ſhe was ſo much ſhocked at it, 
much more unexceptionable than 
at preſent, as I had been deluded 


by my betrayer, and could be 


accuſed of no other crime than 
having' had too much confidence 
in man: yet now that ſhe mult 
have imagined I had frequently, 
heen compelled to gratify the moſt 
carnal of men's appetites, and that 
J actually lived in a ſtate. of proſti- 


tute-adultery, ſhe was blind to all 


my vices, and reconciled to all my 
guilt. My grandeur and magnifi- 
cence had changed the very na- 


ture of vice, and rendered crimi- 


nalty innocent. ' 


F 4 She 
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dhe fawned upon me, praiſed my 


5 Wy and adulated my beauty: I 


was the ſweeteſt creature ſhe had 


ever ſet her eyes on; I had more 
ſenſe than all the reſt of the ſex put 


together: in a word, had I be- 
lieved her, I was the phœnix of my 


kind. Her diſtreſs I pitied, but 
her diſſimulation I deſpiſed ; I could 
eaſily prevail upon myſelf to forgive 


her former perfidy to me, and which 
had in a great meaſure been the 


; cauſe of all my misfortunes ; but 


1 could never be reconciled to her 
ſycophantic flattery. 1 plainly told 


her, that all her pretended praiſe 
was nothing more than deceit; 
« that if I were poſſefſſed of any 
te of thoſe charms and recommen- 

my e. dations which ſhe fo laviſhly flat- 


<& tered 


* 


R 
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te tered me upon, they muſt cer- 
” tainly have been in much higher 
“perfection before I ſet out for 
“France with lady Bentley, and 
| ce before I had been compelled to 
| % follow a diſſolute courſe of life, 
«© which I looked upon with 
«© horror,” | va * 

Notwithſtanding all her ſtudied 
flattery and beſpattered praiſe, ſhe 
had not effrontery enough to with- 
ſtand this reply; but finding I was 
not ſo devoid of ſenſe as to be 
blind to her diflimulation, ſhe had 
no other reſource, but to exprels' 
her ſurprize at what I acquainted 
her with, faying. ſhe was greatly 


obliged to me for giving her this 
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information, © imagining I was 
2 4 > © married 
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© married to a gentleman of for- 
'* tune; but that if ſhe had con- 
* tinued her viſits to a perſon in 

« the ſituation the found I was in, 

* ſhe would have loſt her own re- 

te putation with people of the firſt 

* faſhion whom ſhe had the ho- 
« nour of viſiting.” 

In ſaying this ſhe retired, and left 
me to ruminate upon an antiquated 
female's hypocriſy, which, of all 
others, is certainly the moſt unli- 
mited and the moſt nauſeating. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XI. 
The death. of his Lordſhip, which 


leaves Maria in very diſagreeable 
circumſtances ; the acquaintance 


ſhe makes with Miſs P; her ad- 


vice, which Maria follows. The 
outlines of Miſs P's character; a 


diſcovery made by her Keeper and f 
its iſſue. 


2 929 * 


V elegant and luxurious life 
was of no great duration: 
nor had I the opportunity, or at leaſt 
not the inclination, of amaſſing any 
conſiderable ſum during its conti- 


nuance, to provide for an accident 
which ſoon took place. His lord- 
thip was taken ill of a fever: during 1 
his illneſs I could gain no acceſs to fl 

F 6 bim, 
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him, or by any other means recal 


to his memory the promiſe he had 
often made me, of leaving me a 


handſome proviſion by his will. His 


lady and thoſe about him took care 
to eraſe from his thoughts every ob- 
ject that had been deſirable to him 
as a miſtreſs, and, upon his demiſe, 
I found myſelf every way unpro- 
vided to ſupport the elegant and 
ſumptuous appearance I had for 
ſome time made. I began early to 
retrench my expences and conſider 
frugality as very eſſential to. be pur- 
ſued when falling in company with 
a lady who had been looked upon 
as the general toaſt of the gay and 
polite, ſhe eaſily prevailed upon 
me to diſmiſs my oeconomical no- 
tions, and raiſe contributions on the 

male 
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male part of the creation without 
limitation. | | 


This was no other than the cele- 
brated Miſs P. who had for ſome 
time- eclipſed the Murrays and Fiſh- 
ers amongſt the votaries of Venus, 
and who having tyrannized for two 
years over the men, was now reduced 
to the neceſſity of gratifying their car- 
naldefires, when and where-ever they 
choſe to ſend for her, Mis P. was 
genteel in her perſon, lively, and full 
of vivacity in her converſation ; ſhe 
had been debauched by an officer 
who was quartered at her father's 
houſe at Brentford, where he kept 
an inn: he brought her up to 
town, . and ſhe lived with him as 
his convenient, as long as he was [ 

able | 


[ 1101 
able to keep out of the Marſhalſea 


priſon ; but his taylor having thrown. 
him in there for a bill of twenty- 
«five pounds, Miſs P. was not ſo 
fondly attached to the captain, as to 
accompany him in his captivity, 
As ſhe was a new face upon the 
town, ſhe ſoon had many admirers, 
and almoſt as many propoſals ; but 
as ſhe had learnt ſome experience, 
and was reſolved not 


Io be fooled by man— 
cond time,” 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


a ſe- 


the prudently reſerved her fature fa- 
vours for a commodore, who was 
juſt returned from the Weſt-Indies, 
and who was as laviſh: of oaths as 
he was of Spaniſh dollars. He doated 
upon Mis P, and gave her a carte 
blanche 


1 
blanche for whatever ſhe choſe, in 
point of dreſs and expence. She 
was none of thoſe conſcientious fe- 


males, who think they are by gra- 


titude and honour bound to be faith- 
ful to their benefactors. The com- 
modore was rich, but he was very 
far from being handſome, and his 
want of youth was no great re- 
commendation to him. Though 
her intimacy with her hair- dreſſer 
was pretty notorious in the houſe 
where ſhe lodged, the fon of 
Neptune had no ſuſpicions upon 
that ſcore, as ſhe always met him 
with an air of great kindneſs, and 
gave him all the ſatisfaction he could 
require. Unluckily Monſieur Fri- 


cote her tonſer was laid up with a 


diſorder which ſhe had very fortu- 
nately eſcaped contracting by the 
operations 
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operations he performed, which in- 
duced her to think of ſome other 
perſon properly qualified to ſupply 
his place. A young lawyer's clerk, 
who lived in the two pair of ſtairs, 
bad looked very ſmirking upon her 
for ſome time, and in the abſence 
of Mr. Fricote he appeared to her 
as no contemptible acquaintance. 
She accordingly gaye him an invi- 
tation to tea, and the youth was 
not ſo ignorant in the language of 
the eyes as not to underſtand. the 
queſtion which Miſs P, put to him, 
in that viſual tongue; he anſwered 
them in the ſame manner, and a 
dialogue enſued, without a word be- 
ing ſpoke. - We cannot ſuppoſe! that 


this conference laſted. long, before: 
they came to more ſubſtantial proofs 


of 
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of their affection; nor can we 
imagine that theſe proofs were not 
frequently repeated. 

The commodore had never yet 
had any ſuſpicion of 'his fellow 
lodger, when he unexpectedly came 
one morning when Miſs P. and 
the young lawyer were at break- 
faſt in his apartment. Miſs P. im- 
mediately deſcends upon hearing his 
voice, and he would not have ſur- 
miſed that ſhe had been in her gal- 
lant's room, if unfortunately the com- 
modore had not wanted his break- 
faſt. The tea things cannot be 
produced without her going up 
ſtairs, which creates a ſuſpicion in 
her keeper, and he follows her up; 
when finding things in the ſituation 


ſhe had left them, he inſults the 


Quilt: | 
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Quill- driver, who retorts. the abuſe 
with threatening to turn him down 
ſtairs; which irritates the naval gen- 
leman to that degree, that he goes 
to a neighbouring juſtice, an and takes 
a warrant againſt him. 

The parties now are n 
when the commodore endeavouring 
to charge the lawyer with a rob- 

bery, by having his tea ſpoons and 
china in his room, it is proved, 
by Miss P's own confeſſion, that 
ſhe, camied them up; and tha 
commodore has no other fatisfaction 
for his expenee and expoſition, than 


| the revenge he takes; of nn off 
| ven 1 | 


CHAP, 


and a | 
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CHAP. XIL 


A ſhort comment upon the uſual 
adventures of girls of the town. 
'The reader is introduced into a 
polite circle. The outlines of the 
character of Mrs. W. Maria is 
introduced into her ſeminary ; 
ſome account of two veteran 
letchers, and an analyfis of the | 

\ Sapphic paſſion. | 


T may be thought that tons | 
can be nothing very entertain- | 
ing or amuſing, much leſs novel, in 
the adventures of a girl of the town 
in London, as the hiſtories of ſa 
many have already been publiſhed, 
and as they are. little more than 
copies one from the other ; the old 
round 
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round of Bob Derry's, Weatherby 8. 
the Shakeſpeare's- head, the Jelly- 
ſhops, Maulby's and Goulds, ate 
now to be ſure, think ſome, to come 
into play. We are to be informed 
how a citizen got drunk and was 
beat at one, was fleeced at ano- 
ther, and p—'d at another ; how 
Lucy C. drank burnt champaign, 
and danced till five in the morn- 
ing, if ſhe don't fall aſleep before 
ſhe gets home. All this dull beaten 
track I ſhall moſt cautiouſly avoid, 
as I am convinced that ſuch trite 
narrations muſt be unentertaining, 
if not nauſeating : I ſhall take the 
reader into politer ſcenes of action, 
where his curioſity, added to five 
guineas, could not gain him ad- 
mittance. 

22 A cer- 


Aan 
A certain venerable lady who 
lives in the purlieus of St. James's, 
and provides the moſt elegant en- 
tertainment for all kinds of gueſts, 
young, old, vigorous, and debi- 
litated, has for many years had the 
conſtitutions and purſes of the no- 
bility and gentry of this metropolis 
at heart, and being a great con- 
noiſſeur in point of delicacies, every 
one endued with a nice appetite 
may be accommodated here with 
les marceaux les plus friads, She 
regales the army, the navy, the gen- 
tlemen of the long robe, &c. &c. 
agreeable to their different taſtes, 
and entirely to their ſatisfaction. She 
has alſo ſeaſonable repaſts, ſuited to 
ſpring, ſummer, autumn, and win- 
ter, and excels particularly in en- 
tertaining 


. 
vetting; the Eaſt and Weſt-India - 
gentlemen, and warm conſtitutions, 
l fruicbe. * 
Miſs P. was at this time upon 
Mrs. W's. liſt, Who having this 
evening a great demand for freſh 
hands, ſhe was ſent for in a vaſt 
hurry, and deſired to bring any one 
of her acquaintance who might be 
depended upon; I was accordingly 
Invited, and accompanied her in a 
coach to the place of rendezvous. 
We were introduced into the par- 
lour, and a ſhort time after were 
waited upon by Mrs. W. who ac- 
quainted us, She had two very 
41 good cuſtomers above ſtairs, but 
that they were ſomewhat whim- 
* fical in their way; that we muſt 
80 net, however, contradict them in 

any 
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e any thing, as they would do us 
* no harm, but would pay us ve- 


ry handſomely, if we "pleaſed * 


< them.” We then | walked up 
ſtairs; where I was greatly ſurprized 
to meet with an old [gentleman 
whom I had known at Paris, when 
he was upon his way to Montpel- 
lier, for the recovery of his health; 
he recollected me, and we enter- 


ed into a pretty long conference 


together, vcherein he acquainted 


me how great a martyr he had 
been to the ſex, and that he had 
narrowly eſcaped with his life; but, 
continued he, there is no reſiſt- 
«ing the bewitching devils, and 
« if I am no longer capable of 
© enjoying them myſelf, it ſtill 
<< gives me great delight to ſee them 
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tt concupiſcentially happy.” I was 
an utter novice to what he meant; 
but miſs P. had by this time learnt 
of the old gentleman, with whom 
ſhe had been in the mean time con- 
verſing, and ſhe whiſpered to me 
the plan of bliſs which theſe» ex- 
- traordinary letchers had chalked 
out to themſelves, and which they 
ſtiled the indulgence of the rt 
paſſion... _ 

_ - Miſs P. made * to me with all 
the fervour of a young fellow that 
that was in the extaſies of enjoy- 
ment, and forced from me that ac- 
knowledgment which nature meant 
to be manifeſted upon a "—_ dif- 
ferent occaſioon. 
As ſoon as they W Sat 
| * female loyer had completely ef- 
, | tected 
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fected her deſign; they appeared in 
the moſt extravagant raptures, and 
which they expreſſed by the moſt 
uncommon howlings, as if they had 
been of the canine race. They 
then flew at us, and kifſed thoſe 
parts which had afforded them 
ſuch ocular. delight, 

I muſt acknowledge I did not 
rightly underſtand the nature of 
their enjoyment ; but methought 


ten guineas were eaſily earned, with- 


out any corporeal riſk, and without 
being ſurfeited with the nauſeating 
embraces of doating impotence. 
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CHAP XUE... 


The accident which befalls Maria 
in the courſe of her amorous 
commerce; the reaſon of it's 
giving her particular uneaſineſs. 
An eſſay towards cuckoldom 
properly recompenſed; and an 
uncommon ſoliloquy or A bard. 


| \H ESE aged yotaries. of Ve- 
4 nus were conſtant cuſtomers 
of Mrs. W. once a week, and we 
were ſent for to divert them in 
this extraordinary way: we had 
| therefore little occaſion to ſeek ,out 
for other gallants ; ; nor indeed did 
we, except ſuch as we were rather 
the ſupporters of than ſupported by: 
but this golden ſhower of folly « did 
2 not 
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not long continue; for one of our 
benefactors being carried off in a fit 
of the gout, we were obliged to 
have recourſe to a more natural, 
though a more dangerous, way of 
ſupplying our wants. 


I had not been upon Mrs. Ws. . 
liſt above a fortnight in the uſual 
walk, ere I had ſuch convincing 
proofs that I had much occaſion for 
alterative medicines, that I thought 
it prudent to refrain from attending 


there, leſt I ſhould endanger the 
reputation of her houſe. 

What gave me the moſt ſenſible 
mortification upon this ' occaſion, 
was that I had communicated my 
diſorder to a young fellow, that 
lodged in the ſame houſe where I 


did, and whom I had taken upon 
G 2 miſs 
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miſs'P's recommendation as a very 
proper perſon to ſolace me after the 
ineffectual attempts of indulgence, 
which miſs P. had made in the 
Sapphic ſtile. 

This perſon's name was Williams, 
and though but twenty years of age, 
he lived by writing for the preſs, 
and was retained in fee at a mo- 
derate price by the fabricating book- 
| ſellers of London and Weſtminſter. 
Hence it may be concluded that 
his finances were not in the moſt 
fonriſhing ſtate, or that the little 
douceurs I threw. in to make life 


more comfortable were at all miſ- 


applied. Upon diſcoveting the ac- 
cident which had befell us, he ſaid, 
e he was no longer a ſtranger to 
4. ele kinds of ans, as ever 
Darf.) | ** fince 


cc 
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ſince he had commenced an au- 
thor and a beau, he had met 
with nothing but misfortunes. It 
was but a week before you came 
to lodge here, continued he, that 


I muſt, forſooth, be attempting 


to cuckold a cit, who returned 
home, unexfeRedly, juſt as 1 
was upon the point of getting 
to-bed with his wife. In this ſi- 
tuation there was no other re- 
ſource than the window; the 


maid promiſed to throw out my 


clothes as ſoon as an opportunity 


offered; but I remained covered 
with nothing but expectation, 
above an hour and a half: at 
length, ſhe threw out my coat 
and waiſteoat, but told me, ſhe 
could not get my breeches, which 
G 3 I had 
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„ had hung at the bed's-head, 


r 


* without riſking a diſcovery. There 


were five guineas in them, which 


© was all the money I had in the 
* world, and which aroſe from my 


copy of annotations. Though I 


could have found in my heart 


ſorely to have wept, and re- 


- mained till morning, in hopes of 


getting my breeches, yet the 


% cold was fo intenſe, that I could 


not continue any longer in that 


* condition in the ſtreet; the watch- 


man coming up, he took me to 


the watch-houſe, and I exchang- 


* ed my waiſtcoat for a great coat 


£6 


to hide the nakedneſs of the lower 


* part of my body, as it was now 
t day-light, and there was no poſſi- 


II 


| bility of returning home without 


-< ſome ſuch covering.” 
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He concluded this ſtory with a 
ſoliloquy, which he made upon 
the lamentable ſtate of a poor ba- 
chelor. If I would cuckold a 
% don, I muſt jump out of a in- 
« dow, at the riik of my neck, 
« and with the loſs of my breeches 
% and my fortune; if I debauch 
* a gil, and get her with child, 1 
% mult pay ten pounds to the pariſh, 


«© which perhaps are ten times more 


than I have in the world, ergo 


* I muſt go to jail; and if I even 
lie with you, the conſequence 
«you ſee, is a c—p. What courſe 
then is a young fellow to take ? 
if he marries, he is ſurely ru- 
ined as well as the girl he mar- 
ries, and beſides intails inevitable 


£c 


** miſery, upon all his progeny. The 
"1:4 © whole - - 


of making him happy in the mar- 


15 


« whole thing then is reduced to 
this curious dilemma : if a man 
«lives ſingle his conſtitution is de- 
“ ſtroyed, and his health and purſe 
* are made the prey of quacks and 
t empirics, or perhaps impriſoned 
for life for a ſuit of crim- con. 
If he marries a woman with- 
© out a fortune, he is ruined be- 
« yond the power of redemption, 


perhaps to the third and fourth ge- 


* neration: what then, miſs Brown, 


* can a poor amorous author do?” 
I muſt acknowledge I was at a loſs 
what advice to give my friend; 
had told him he ſhould have en- 
deavoured to ſurmount all ſuch paſ- 


ſions, till ſuch time as he could meet 


with a woman who was capable 


ried 
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ried ſtate, he might have retorted 
the argument upon me with great 
juſtice and propriety; I therefore 
evaded entering into any debate 
upon the ſubject, and adviſed him 
* to make the beſt of a bad bar- 


4 


« gain, and find out ſome ſkilful | 


e ſurgeon or apothecary, who might 
© reſtore us to our former health.” 


Gs CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


A learned diſſertation upon the ve- 
nereal diforder by a high German 
doctor of great repute and abi- 
ties; is mterrupted at Montpel- 
lier by Mr. Williams, who makes 

a diſcovery no way to the doctor's 

| advantage : a very curions apolo- 

gy for the loſs of his noſe, which 
will be of ineſtimable advantage 

285 to all mankind. Ly 


AIR. Williams approved of my 
4 advice, ſaying there was 
more merit in an hour's practice 
than a twelvemonth's theory, as well 
in life as in morality; and he ac- 
cordingly roſe the next morning, 
and ſet out before breakfaſt in pur- 

. ſuit 
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ſuit of a certain foreign doctor of 
whom he had lately heard very 
great encomiums : after near two J 
hours ſearch, he, at length, found 
him in one of the new courts near | 
Covent-Garden, 


Upon being introduced to this ſon if 
of Hippocrates, Mr. Williams was vx 
interrogated concerning the ſpecies of 1 


his diſorder, which he acquainted 1 
him was neither more nor leſs than 
a virulent gonnorrhœa. The doctor 
immediately entered into a learned 
diſſertation upon the nature of the 
malady, its origin and progreſs, its 
primary ſeat and circulation. * All 
* this is very true, fir, ſaid Mr. Wil- 
* liams; but had we not better come 
« to the buſineſs in hand.“ All ] 
&« in good time, replied this ſucceſſor to 1 
Go Galen, 


[ 132 
* Galen, tis proper to attend a lit- 
* tle to the ſubjet under conſi- 
e deration, ſomewhat in the ab- 
* ſtract. Now, fir, ſays he, though 
* this diſorder is called the French 
« diſorder at London, and the Nea- 
“ politan diſorder at Paris, it is evi- 
« dent to a demonſtration, that it is 
of American origin, and that Co- 
* lumbus was the firſt importer of 
it into Europe. Amongſt the A- 
% mericans, they treat it in a very 


« different manner from what we 
£c 


- 


do in-Europe, and for a very evi- 
« dent reaſon : firſt, fir, we muſt con- 
e fider that many of the Weſt-In- 
< dian iflands are very near the equi- 
e noctial line, and conſequgntly the 
© influence of the ſun muſt be much 
greater there than in any part of, 
| Europe. 
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Europe. Secondly, fir, they are 
unacqainted with the property and 
virtue of many drugs and medi- 
cines which none can pretend to 
lay anyclaim to the knowledge of, 


without having ſtudied at Mont- 


pellier ; but, on the other hand, fir, 
they have ſome herbs which grow 
ſpontaneouſly, which are of great 
efficacy in palliating, but not in 
radically curing this diſorder: All 
theſe reaſons conſidered, fir, it is 
not at all ſurprizing, that we ſhould 
treat this diſorder in a very differ- 


ent manner here to what they do 


in its maternal country ; and by 
the ſame parity of reaſoning, fir, 
we muſt treat it in various man- 
ners, according to the climates we 
inhabit even in Europe; now, fir, 

«ac at 
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te at Montpelier” - -Mr. Williams 
having no more patience, told him 
he could ſtay no longer, if he did 
not chuſe to preſcribe him ſomething 
proper, without examining the ſub- 
ject matter in the abſtract, as he was 
pleaſed to call it. 
Upon this the doctor begged his 
pardon, and defired leave to make 
an inſpection of the parts afflicted : 
« Indeed! he cries,, not the firſt, no, 
* nor the ſecond ſtage; here is 
- *« ſomething, fir, that will require a 
„ ſmall inciſion?” Upon this Mr. 
Willlams ftared at him for the firſt 
time, and eſpying he had no noſe, 
he began to withdraw from any far- 
ther examination, as he immediately 
was ſtruck with an opinion, that he 
could have no great {kill in vene- 
_ nereal 
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nereal caſes, who had not the talent 
to fave his own noſe. 


The doQtor perceived the cauſe of ö 
his ſurprize and behaviour, and with- | 
out having the queſtion put to him = 
concerning the lofs of that valua- | 
able and ornamental feature, he told 43 

Mr. Williams that he was born fo, 0 
owing to ſome infection that had | 
been communicated between his fa- = 

| 


ther and mother in the very act of 
generation; and that this very defi- | 

ciency had been the cauſe of his ap- vl 

plying himſelf to the ſtudy of phyſic, 

as he was reſolved to eradicate this 

fatal diſorder from the face of the 

earth; that with this deſign he had 

| travelled through almoſt all parts of 
Europe, and that this hydra-headed 
contagion always flew before him 
3 like 
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like ſmoke before the wind; and 
that as ſoon as he had completely 
vanquiſhed it in England, which he 
hoped to effect in a very few months, 
he ſhould ſet out for America, where 


he intended to deſtroy it root and 
branch. 


Mr. Williams could not refrain teſ- 
tiying the grateful ſenſe he had enter- 
tained for the doctor's regard towards 
him and the reſt of his countrymen, 
but, at the fame time, made a very 
low congee, and left the phyſician 
to purſue his elaborate deſign, reſolv- 
ing to be the laſt patient that ſhould 


come under his care. 


When the author . and 


gave an account of his adventure 
with the learned doctor, I could not 
refrain from laughing, though it was 


upon 


Ei! 
upon ſo melancholy a ſubject; as 
he heightened the detail by a lu- 
dicrous deſcription of the doctor's 
dreſs and appearance, which muſt 
have been very ridiculous, conſider- 
ing his phyſiognomy in a volumi- 
nous three tailed perriwig, and a 
ſhort flaſh pocket olive - colour frock, I 
with a broad gold lace. | 1 


6H AP. IK 


An account of an uncommon kind of 
lover, and his behaviour upon a viſit 
to Maria; a few obſervations which 
naturally ariſe out of the ſubject; is 
interrupted by a diabolical uproar 
over head, when her interceſſion =, 
proves effectual. 

. 


E both ſoon got well, with- 
out applying farther to the 
CENTER doctor, the aid of an 
inciſion, 
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inciſion, or even the loſs of a noſe. 
I returned to my former vocations, 
and Mr. Williams ſcribbled ænig- 
mas, acroſtics, and rebus's, in hopes 
of reſtoring the five guineas which 
he loſt in daring to attempt the vir- 
tue of a citizen's wife. 
An acquaintance which about this 
time I made at Mrs, W's. uſed fre- 
quently to viſit me once a week at 
my own lodging, and as his beha- 
viour was ſomewhat ſingular and 
extraordinary, I ſhall give a little de- 
tail of it. Upon theſe occaſions, he 
uſually waited upon me of a Satur- 
day-mornihg in a diſhabille: as ſoon 
as he came into my apartment, I or- 
dered the carpet to be taken up, 
placed myſelf in the ſettee at the 
corner of the room, and ordered 


pails, 
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pails, bruſhes, mops and ſope, when 
he pulled off his coat, tucked up 
his ſhirt-ſleeves, tied on one of the 
maid's coarſe aprons, and went re- 
gularly to work, with all the {kill of 
the moſt profeſſed houſe-maid. He 
uſually ſcowred the room out per- 
fectly clean, in about three quarters 
of an hour, whilſt I continued in a 
careleſs eaſy attitude reclining on the 
ſettee. After he had performed this 
operation, and obtained my appro- 
bation, he then put on his clothes, 
having previouſly replaced the car- 
pet, chairs, tables, &c. in their pri- 
mitive ſtate, and approaching me 
with great humility, very politely 
kiſſed my hand, at the ſame time ſlip- 
ping a paper into it containing five 
guineas, 

This 
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This gentleman might with great 


propriety be called the cleanly lover, 


and, I believe, there is ſcarce a wo- 
man in England that would' be diſ- 
pleaſed at having her apartments 
well cleaned out, and receiving five 
guineas for the trouble of overlook- 
ing the operator. Nay, he did not 
only give inconceivable pleaſure by 


his eaſy manner of making love, 
but even my maid alſo partook of 


the amuſement by its ſaving her ſo 
much trouble, and ſhe always re- 


ceived a genteel compliment for her 


preparing the neceſſary apparatus. 
It is true this kind of gallants are 
very ſcarce, and I muſt acknow- 


ledge I never met but with this one, 


in the whole courſe of my Thaiſian 
practice: if they were as numerous 
| and 
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and as frequently met with, as the 
variety of other kind of culls, with 
whom this metropolis abounds, a 
wh—e's life would abſolutely be too 
happy; nay, it is not clear to me, 
that many women of more faſhion 


than virtue might not take up the 


buſineſs, without having ſerved a 
regular apprenticeſhip, to the great 
detriment of the fair trader. Hawk- 


ers and pedlars in the commerce of 


love might be as detrimental to the 
community, as they are in the more 
regular vents of merchandize ; \mug- 
gling ſhould be diſcountenanced in 
every branch of traffic, and no goods 
ſhould be offered to public fale that 


have not been duly entered. Mo- 


nopolies of lovers are as dangerous 


as thoſe of horned cattle, and every 


woman 
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woman of the town ſhould' pique 
harſelf upon being an honeſt carcaſe 
butcher. 

Whilſt I was ruminating in this 
manner, I was diſturbed by a noiſe 
over-head, and upon liſtening on 
the ſtairs-head, I heard Mr. Wil- 
liams calling luſtily for help: 1 


immediately run up ſtairs, and open- 


ing the door, ſaw a dirty ill-look- 
ing man. who had got him down, 


and was pommelling him without 


mercy ; I immediately flew to his 
relief, and taking up a chair, knock- 
ed down the devil, who had already 
given his author a black eye and a 


bloody noſe. 


It ſeems this . itinerant typogra- 
phiſt had brought Mr. Williams a 
proof from one of the magazine- 

mongers, 
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mongers, and that he had been fo 
indolent as to let it lie upon his table | 
for two days, without having cor- 9 
rected it, when returning upon the 1 
laſt day of the month, he was fo 
provoked at the bard's negligence, 
that he gave him very abuſive lan- 
guage, which the other retorting, 
a battle enſued, when the devil be- 
ing a much better bruiſer than the 
author, the poet was moſt infer- 

nally mauled, 
By my affiſtance, however, victo- 
ry now began to hover on the fide 
| of the Muſes; and if the devil had 
not flown out of the room with 
more rapidity than he could have 
made his way upon the ſwifteſt pe- 
gaſus, he might, in all likelihood, 
have paid very dear for his temeity. 
CH AP. 
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CHAP. XVI, 


Some reaſons why Maria does not 
_ marry Mr. Williams. Is intro- 
duced by captain H. to Mrs. G. 
upon a very particular occaſion ; 
the harangue ſhe makes there- 
upon. Maria's reflections, and 
the firſt groundwork of an ac- 
quaintance. 


* 


T ſhould ſeem that I was very 

- deeply intereſted in Mr, Wil- 
liams's welfare, to engage upon his 
account, with ſo very doughty an 
antagoniſt : But as I have made no 
ſecret of our connection, any more 
than the common accident that be- 
fell us, through the channel of my 


public acquaintance, I conſidered it 


but 
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but a ſmall reparation to take every 
opportunity of doing a kind office 


to him; and upon this principle, 


not only my perſon, but even my 
purſe was at his ſervice, for he 
had but too much reaſon to com- 
plain, Que le metier d'un auteur, 
«© Ceſtun vilain metier. Now, if it 
is conſidered, that I took upon my- 
ſelf to make up the deficiency of the 
Muſe's ſubſidy, which was frequent- 
ly pretty conſiderable, it may be ima- 
gined that theſe drawbacks upon my 


commerce, greatly reduced wy: cur- 


rent ſtock in trade. 

I mean this as ſome n for 
leaving off ſo dangerous and deteſt- 
able a calling, which to a woman 


of any ſenſibility muſt be loathing 


and deteſtable. | 
Vol. II. By Our 
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Our connexions were ſo well 
known in the houſe, that by this 
time I was as often called Mrs. Wil- 
liams as miſs Brown, and to own 
the truth, the former was a name 


that pleaſed my ear much better 


than the latter. If it ſhould be 
queſtioned, then, whether Mr. Wil- 
liams ever offered me his hand and 
name in an honourable way, and if 
he did, why I ſhould refuſe them : 
to theſe queſtions I ſhall anſwer, that 
though by fate allotted to purſue a 
Hife of proſtitution, it was very far 


from being eligible or agreeable to 


me, and that I ſhould have preferred 
being really Mrs. Williams with on- 
ly one hundred a year certain, to be- 
ing the miſtreſs of the greateſt mo- 


narch in the world, with the moſt 


unlimited 
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unlimited power and influence: but 
as our fortunes were at preſent ſitu- 
ated, and as without fubmitting to 
the promiſcuous embraces of the 
men, I could not command ſo ma- 
ny ſhillings a year certain, neither 
my conſcience nor a certain rem- 
nant of delicacy 1n fentiment, would: 
permit me to lay ſo premeditated a 
plan for adultery, and fo certainly 
planting the horns of cuckoldom up- 
on my huſband's brow s. 

Theſe then being my ſentinicath 
upon ſo important a ſubje&, I ima- 
gine they will plead my excuſe for 
not accepting Mr. Williams's hand, 
or attempting to transfer a heart that 
could not remain unſullied, unpol - 
luted. 


H 2 Whilſt 
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Whilſt things were thus ſituated, 
I formed an acquaintance with the 
celebrated Mrs. G—by, by the great- 
eſt accident imaginable. Captain H, 
who was her intimate acquaintance, 
and performed many good offices for 
her as well as himſelf, called upon 
me one afternoon, and invited me to 
a dinner which was to be given next 
day at a tavern in Bloomſbury, upon 
occaſion, as he repreſented it, of a 
lady of his acquaintance having got 
the better of all the reformers of 
manners put together. As I knew 
captain H. was a man of too much 
taſte, to invite me to any regale that 
was not elegant, I readily accepted of 
the propoſal. | 
We found Mrs. G—by was the 
female preſident, and did the honours 
9 
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of the table, to a very ſumptuous re- 
paſt, conſiſting of many courſes, 
which was ſucceeded by a moſt cu- 
rious deſert. After dinner, ſhe in- 
formed me of the cauſe of this en- 
tertainment, which ſhe ſaid was, 
« Neither more nor leſs than the 
triumph of baſket-making over 
«« pederaſty. She ſaid, that ſome in- 
“ formers, who very improperly ſtile 
themſelves reformers, had given. 
notice to a worthy j—e, that ſhe 
kept a houſe of ill fame; and 
*. that ſhe had been ſummoned to 
« attend the ſaid magiſtrate, in order 
to diſprove the aſſertion, which ſhe 
e ſaid ſhe performed ſoon; and as 
* ſhe put her accuſers upon the proof 
* of what they had aſſerted, when 
* it clearly appeared they had no 
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manner of foundation for their al 
* legation, as not one of them at- 
v tempted to give evidence of his 
< having himſelf made her houſe a 
* brothel; for, indeed, added ſhe, 
there was not one amongſt them 
s that ſeemed to have the heart to 
«< makea girl a preſent of one guinea, 
*'much leſs ten, which you know, 
« is the leaſt, that is ever offered 
c or taken at my houſe :: when con- 
« tinned ſhe, I was afked, what was 
% my ſupport, I thought it neceſſa- 
* ry. to throw down five thouſand 
* pounds of bank ſtock, which the 
-es were of opinion was ſuffi- 
« cient to ſhpport a ſingle woman 
. very decently,” mode 
| This account 1 Mrs. G—by 8 


een though it might give me 
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no very advantageous idea of her 
veracity, failed not to create in me 
a very high opinion of her opulence, 
and I was particularly complaiſant in 
returning every civility ſhe ſhowed 
me, as I imagined it would be great- 
ly to my advantage to cultivate ſuch 
an acquaintance ; I accordingly ac- 
cepted of her firſt invitation, and 
dank tea with her the next day, when 
ſhe explained to me ſome myſteries in 
the courſe of her practice, to which 
I was before an entice ſtranger. | 


[ 352 } 


CH AP. XVII 
The myſtery of 'pimping fully ex- 
| plained, together with ſome curious 
and intereſting rules for a girl's 
conduct who propoſes making the 
moſt of her perſon and qualifica- 
tions; being the ne plus ultra of 
all chat can be faid upon the com- 
merce of love. * 


RS. G- by and I had a tete 

A- tete together at tea, and 
ſhe appeared highly diverted with 
the account I gave her of my travels, 
and the behaviour of the women of 
pleaſure in Paris. She found great 
fault with madam Laborde's œco- 
nomy of her houſhold, and per- 
witting her boarders to take ſuch 
liberties: 
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liberties : © It is well, ſhe added, that 
* ſhe lived in a remote quarter of 
« the town; if ſuch a riot as you 
mention had happened in my 
“ houſe, it would have ruined me 
« for ever: the French women may 
„ talk what they will, and pique 


« themſelves upon their vivacity and 
« wit, but they always want pru- 


te dence. Can you point out to me 
« any woman in Paris, that has car- 
« ried on buſineſs ſo long as I have 
e with reputation, and without a 
« neighbour having the leaſt reaſon 
tt for aſſerting that mine is a diſor- 
« derly houſe ? Is there a woman in 
« France that has. made ſo much 
i by trade as I have in fo ſhort a 
cc time ? The thing i is, ] have made 


H 5 « how 
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4 how to ſuit every man's taſte in 
605 England, from lord — down to 
1 fir — —: but then J have ſuch 
56 reſources as no woman would ever 


4 Have thought of but myſelf; ; did 
«any one before me ever imagine 
ei to ſet up regiſter offices upon her 
on account? I have no leſs than 

«fur n now in town entirely at my 
44 devotion; they ſtand me in very 
little, beſides the fools pence, w which 

« amply p pay the clerks : it is true, 
” they coſt me a' trifle at firſt for 
* deſks, chairs, pens, ink, and ſuch 
«like ttifles; but they have re- 

imburſed © themſelves by their 
| Treten; : Look ye, faid ſhe, this | 

my way, whenever an innocent, 
u ffeſh girl applies for e a place, ſhe 
= is directed to one of my ladies, 
wor = * who 
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© who, if ſhe finds her agreeable; 
« and thinks ſhe will do, hires her v 
« for a quarter, and a month's warn- 
« ing; ſhe then lays traps for her 
« with ſore perſon who appears in | 
the capacity of an apprentice, who | 
© promiſes her marriage and the 
like; if ſhe is not caught in this 

ce manner, a fine gown, a pair of 

t filver buckles; and even ſometimes 

| « a watch, are brought into play; ' |} 
| << there are few girls that can with- | 
te ſtand theſe temptations ; but if G 
« ſhe ſhould ſtill hold out, and no- } 
te thing but downright ſtratagem | 
«. will prevail, the gentleman who 
« has engaged for her, calls upon 
&© her miſtreſs when ſhe-is out, and 
te the maid is employed in mak- 
© ing her bed, a purſe of money; 
H 6 a pro- 


— . > l 


156 ] 

a promiſe of marriage from him, 
e or downright force muſt now pre- 
% vail. If ſhe till rides reſty, and 
offers to leave her miſtreſ, ſhe 
* is. then threatened with being 
< forced to pay a month's wages; 
and this laſt argument has often 
« prevailed, when all the reft have 
been ineffectually tried. But up- 
« on the whole, in the courſe of 
< my trade there have been but 
te three eſcaped without doing bu- 
<« ſineſs, two of them had turned 
< their brains with reading Pamela 
and the whole Duty of Woman; 
« and the laſt was ſo formed by na- 
ture that ſhe was never intended 
1 to be made a woman of. But 
& 1 have taken care to remove all 
« 1 bad books out of their way, 
| « and 
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et and, in their ſtead, I generally 
e leave the Memoirs of a Woman 
cc of Pleaſure with cuts; or ſuch laſ- 
“ civious prints for thoſe who can- 
e not read, as may tend to inflame- 
ce their paſſions. When they are 
te once broke in, I fail not to give 
© them the beſt of inſtructions for 
ti their future conduct: theſe are the 


« general rules I inculcate 1 into them. 
« Every woman that is deſirous of 


© making her way into the world - 


<« by her perſon, ſhould imitate the 
tt tradeſman, and have no other ob- 


« ject in view but intereſt and gain. 
Her heart ſhould always be inac- 
e ceſſible to any real paſſion : it is 
e only neceſlary that ke ſhould ſeem 
* to be enamoured with the man 


< ſhe propoſes making her property, 


cc | 
and 
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* and to excite a real flame in her 
* admirers. That it ſhould be an 
<« invariable rule to give the pre- 
4 ference' to the beſt paymaſter, 
bs without attending to rank or-qua- 
«* lity, as it frequently happens that 
* A rich Jew- merchant, or a city 
plumb, will come down much 
handſomer than a peer of the 
te realm, who frequently thinks his 
* title is a ſufficient recompence for 
* the enjoyment. of every fine wo- 
« man he chuſes: but this is not 
et the caſe with all; there are very 
good culls amongſt the quality. I 
ſhould" be extremely ſorry to ſay 
6 otherwiſe, for the reputation of my 
. houſe entirely depends upon them; 


4 but tlien they are moſtly married 
2 mon, or have ſuch attachments 
be,” | 8 


— 
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* make it neceſſary that their 
« common amours ſhould remain a 

« profound fecret, and, in this caſe, 
they are obliged to pay generouſly 
<« for huſh-money. As to the flighty 

« young fellows, and handſome men, 
© who think their perſons and ap- 
ce pearance entitle- them to every 
© woman they ſee; they ſhould be 
carefully avoided, as there is no- 
ee thing to be got by them, except 
e ſometimes a diſagreeable and ex- 
« penſive connexion that is not eaſi- 
« Iy got rid of; not that it can be 
« expected a woman can be always 
+« proſtituting herſelf, without hav- 
** ing ſome- deſires which muſt be 
10 gratifed; but then ſhe ſhould 
take care to indulge her ſenſual 


4 2 pal with ſuch perſons, who by 
their 
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ce their ſituation inlife, cannot pretend 
* to lay any claim to her r perſon any 
«, further than ſhe may judge it 
« prudent to gratify them. There 
« are two rocks upon which moſt 
girls ſplit, and which are ill 
« worſe than even a particular man 
s they are fond of; they either 
* drink or ruin themſelves by their 
« extravagance : a girl that is not 
4 ſober and has not economy, will 
never be worth a groat, if ſhe was 
4 to follow buſineſs to the day of 
judgment. She ſhould, therefore, 
« inſtead of thinking of nothing 
* but ſquandering her money in 
<« trinkets, ' baubles, and dreſs, lay 
u it carefully up, and when ſhe has 
& ſaved a ſum, put it out ta the beſt 


10 «© advantage either in che funds, or 
: 23 23 | | 5 = upon 
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“ upon ſome mortgage, and take 


e particular *care that ſhe has good 


«ſecurity ; and, to this end, ſhe 
« ſhould endeavour to find out an 
{© honeſt lawyer, if ſuch a thing is 
e poſſible ; and, perhaps, this is the 
only man that ſhe ſhould indulge 
<< gratis, as he has it in his power 
* to make her returns another way 
than by money. She ſhould, in 
ce the courſe of her company, care- 
ce fully avoid foreigners, at leaſt ſuch 


<« as. are not known to be in any 


te public character, as few foreigners 
© come here who are not of a known 
“ quality, that are any other than 
«© ſharpers, valet de chambres, lan- 
« onage maſters, and hair dreſſers. 
If an accident ſhould happen with 


6 * to her health, ſhe ſhould | | 
< carefully 


— 
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« carefully avoid quacks and pre- 
ce ten A noſtrums, and immediately 
* apply upon the firſt diſcovery of 
the injury to an able ſurgeon, re- 
< Hgiouſly follow his preſcriptions, 
* and avoid. all company till her 
ct health is completely reſtored : this 
ce will not only redound to her cre- 
dit amongſt the men, as nothing 
«+ deſtroys a woman's reputation fo 
* much as communicating any diſ- 
order; but it will alſo preſerve 
“ her eonſtitution, and, of courſe, 
t her beauty. As to children, it 
©. ere needleſs to ſay any thing 
te upon that head, as it cannot be 
© ſuppoſed that a girl who goes in- 
* to promiſcuous company, runs any 
* great riſk of being pregnant; fo 
6 | that we: muſt ſuppoſe her to be in 

73 keeping 


1.4631 
<« keeping when ſhe becomes à mo- 
« ther, and, in this caſe; all that is 
« neceſſary to be obſerved upon this 
e head, is that during her pregnan- 
e cy ſue ſhould be very careſul of 
te her health, in avoiding colds and 
« the like, and that when ſhe is 
4e brought to bed, ſhe ſhould never 


e once think of ſuckling the child 
« herſelf, as there is nothing more 


te pernicious to health and beauty. 
* And now that we have ſuppoſed 
e her in good keeping, ſhe ſhould 
1c attentively ſtudy her lover's tem- 
<. per, inclinations, and: diſpoſitions, 


<< ſo that ſhe may form her own up- 


* on his pattern, and ſeem: to ſee, 
<< ſpeak, and feel, only through his 
organs: ſuch a conduct is ſure to 
tc rivet a man's affections, and it may 

| « reaſonably 
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the ſame time I erred, that I had 
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< reaſonably be ſuppoſed that when 
te a man is once completely attached, 
* he will not. only allow her hand- 


MF A" during his life, but make 
% ample e for her at his 
enn oirthod 


When Mrs. * had finiſhed 
theſe curious inſtructions, I could not 
help highly applauding her extenſive 
judgment and great inſight into hu- 
man nature; and we parted perfect- 
ly ſatisfied with each other s conver- 
ſation. | 
I had reaſon. very * after to 
be convinced of the juſtneſs of 
Mrs. G- by's remark concerning 
foreigners; for though her obſerva- 
tions and advice had made che great= 
eſt impreſſions on me, I thought at 


all 


[ 265 ] 
all the evidences of rectitude for my 
conduct But as this adventure was 
of a very uncommon nature, and as 
it would ſwell this chapter beyond 
its proper bounds, T1 ſhall here ter- 
minate it, that the reader, if he has 
already had a ſufficient ſhare of my 
adyentures for the preſent, may lay 
by this volume, till ſuch time as 
he or ſhe chuſes to enter upon 
chapter eighteen. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII; 
An adventure at Vauxhall, with a 
" Foreigner of 1 imaginary diſtinction; 
is behaviour; the miſtake he 
commits at his departure; a very 
curious epiſtle from him by way 


of apology for a ſum of money, 
and other ſterlin g indulgencies. 


Made an acquaintance one even- 
ing at Vauxhall, which I ima- 
gined would have turned out greatly 
to my advantage. A foreigner dreſſed 
in an elegant ſuit of clothes, green 
and gold, accoſted me whilſt the caſ- 
cade was playing, and ſeemed high- 
ly delighted to find I could anſwer 
him in a language that he ſpoke: he 
prevailed upon me to eat 2 bit of ſup- 
per 
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per with him, which was ordered in 
a very elegant manner, conſiſting of 
the beſt of every thing the garden 
could afford ; upon which we regaled 
very harmoniouſly to the melody 
of French horns, The perſon who 
accompanied him in the capacity of 
an interpreter, called him his excel- 
lency, and I had no reaſon to doubt 
but he was a foreign embaſſador. 
About two in the morning, he told 
his attendant to go and ſee if his 
ſervants were ready, and during his 
abſence the bill was brought. He 
ſeemed ſomewhat angry that the in- 
terpreter waited ſo long, ſaying he 
was his purſe-bearer, and he could 
not defray the bill till his return: 
imagining this would farniſh me with 
an opportunity of diſplaying the 
| weight 
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weight of my purſe, I pulled it out, 
and begged his excellency would 
make uſe of it. This he at firſt very 
earneſtly refuſed, but by repeated 
intreaty, he was, at length, prevailed 
upon to pay the reckoning, which 
amounted to upwards of five guineas. 
He ſtill appeared under great con- 
ſternation that his intetpreter ſhould 
wait ſo long, and after ſojourning al- 
moſt an hour, he conſented to take 
part of my coach to town. He was 
too polite not to wait upon me home, 
and I was too civil not to compli- 

ment him with a night's lodging. 
After breakfaſt he made me ſome 
very pretty compliments upon my 
perſon and behaviour, and took his 
leave, without recollecting that he 
had ſtill my purſe in his pocket. In 
> {© £27 0 IT the 
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the . courſe of his converſation - he 
threw out ſome hints that he had a 


large ſum to receive that day, and I 
doubted: not but I ſhould have ma- 


nifold intereſt for my loan, upon his 
excellency s return; but what was 
my ſurprize, when inſtead of having 
a viſit from him, according to ap- 
pointment, J received the following 
very extraordinary billet. bib; 


* | 
Des Champs Elyſtes pris de Vauxhall, 
Ma obere Dame, 


Fe me croirois P homme le plus im- 
poli du monde, fi je manquois de pa- 
role d une perſonne de votre merite; 
croies, mon ange, que j'ai efſuit une 
mortification des plus vives de ar 
pas pil procurer des billets de Banque 
gue vous aves ſi bien merites; mais 
Vor. II. 4 ai 
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8 Pai eu le malbeur de trouver que pe- 
toit un jour de fetes pour la banque, 
et on a vouli nous enfaire un jour de je- 
unes, car en verite je nai pas pu 
 procurer aucun argent; mais Tame 
noble trove toujours des reſſources en ſoy 
meme, et voyant que I faire des billets 
ne pourvoit pas ſe faire aujourt hui, 
vous n'aves gu'd remplir le fapier ci 
joint que je vous envoie, en qualite de 
carte blanche, pour H puler vos propres 
termes, & tout ce que je vous dois. 


Fail honneur et le Bonbeur d etre, 
mon adorable, 


Votre tres humble et 
tres oberſſant ſerviteur, 
Le Marquis De Croc. 
P. S. Vous pouves compter, ma chere 
Alle, que le banque ſera ouverte de main, 
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fee not pas um four roug?, car dams 
er vas Id, il nous deviendra un jour bien 
indir, malert la Carte blanche ci jointe. 
En attendant j eſpere que vous ne ma- 
wes pas rindi ume Mappe monde pour 
ma carte blanthe, car les parties qui 
font colores verte me. bleſſent toujours 
les. yeux; il faut avouer que J'ai un 
ben nd encore pour ſentir ces choſes id. 
Adieu, ma princeſs, reſouvents vous tou- 
jours que la (geographic de Lamour Ceft 
une villaine ſaence. 


I ſhall attempt a tranſlation of this 
very curious epiltle, though I am ap- 


prehenfive. I ſhall not be able to do 


it juſtice in Engliſh. 


My . Madam, 


1 ſhould think myſelf the moſt un- 
| * man in the world, if I failed 
I 2 27. _ 
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of my word to a perſon of your 
merit. Believe me, my angel, Lhbave 
| undergone. the moſt. grie vous morti: 
fication, by not having been able to 
-procute the hank! bills;! which yon 
ſo highly deſerved; but I have the 
misfortune to find this is a feſtival at 
the bank, and ſo they have a mind 
to make us obſerve it as a ſtrict faſt, 
for, in truth, 1 haves nat been able 
to get any money. However, 2 no- 
ble ſoul always finds xeſources i in. it- 
ſelf, and ſince the bank buſineſs could 
not be tranſadted to-day ' 1 have ſent 
you ! the incloſed, in quality, of : a carte 
blanche; where you will pleaſe tb 
' ſtipulate your own terms, and mark 

what I owe yourth 
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I have the honour and bappineſs 
to be, my adorable girl, | 


| Your mol obedient, 


© + 4 + 


and very humble Servant, 
Le Marquis De Croc. 


P. S. You may depend upon it, 
my dear girl, that the bank will 
be opened to- morrow if it is not 
a red day; in that caſe, it will turn 
out a black one to us, notwithſtand- 
ing the carte blanche annexed. In 
the interim, I hope ydu have not 
given me a mappe-monde for my carte 
blanche, for. thoſe. parts of it that 
are coloured Green always ſhock 
my ſight. It muſt be owned, that 
I have a good -noſe as vet for ſmell- 
ing out theſe things. Adieu, my 
Far remember, beſeech you, 
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chat the. Geography of love is - @ 


« naſty ſcience.” 


I endeavoured to make enquiry 
after my imaginary foreign ambaſ- 
fador, and after much trouble and 
fatigue, I learnt that he was a Ger- 
man ſharper, and had quitted his 
lodgings that very day with his ſup- 
poſed interpreter, in order to em- 
bark for Holland. 


Gains ſome intelligence concerning 
this foreigner. The affecting ſto- 


ry of the counteſs de —, with 
whom Maria makes acquaintance. 


N acquaintance 1 ſoon after 
made with a certain female 
een, who took upon herſelf the 
ä 24-45 title 
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title of the counteſs, with what 
right I ſhall not pretend to deter- 
mine, gave me ſome inſight into 
this ſtranger's character. She ſaid, 
he was a noted ſharper; that he 
had perſonated an Engliſh noble- 
man at Liſbon, and had taken in a 


banker in that capacity, for a very 
conſiderable ſum; that he made 
his eſcape from Portugal, and had 

robbed a convent at Toledo of all the _ 
facerdotal plate, after being ad- 

- mitted by the hoſpitality of the fri- 
ars, who extend their beneficence 
to all diſtreſſed ſtrangers ; that he 
had narrowly efcaped the gallies in 
France for forging. a bill of ex- 
change; and that he had for ſome 
months taken upon himſelf the ti- 
tle of a foreign miniſter in London, 
I 4 by 


> 
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by which means he had impoſed 
upon many tradeſmen, to a very con- 
ſiderable amount. 

This intelligent female, who ap- 


peared to be ſo thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with the characters of others, kin- 


dled in me an earneſt curioſity to 
be ſome what acquainted with her 
own ſtory. After ſome ſollicitation, 
and, after having recited the great- 
eſt part of my adventures, I pre- 
vailed upon her to give a ſhort 
ſketch of hers, i in n nearly the n | 
ing words. 
The place of my nativity I 
never yet could aſcertain, for my 
d e dying when I was ve- 
4 ry. young, and my father being 
5 baniſhed on account of ſome cu- 
&* rious 1s eſſays he made for the im- 
* provement 
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e ptovement of the Portugueſe coin, 
* all I can aſſure you upon this 
head, is, that my fitſt recollec- 
*:tion:fobnd me 'at, Liſbon in a ve- 
e ry Hlegant houſe, with ſervants to 
e wait upon me, and every ap- 
e pearance of grandeur and nobi- 
* lity. But upon my father's de- 
e parture, the ſcene, was, ſoon great- 


<« ly changed, and I was preſent- 


4 ly reduced to a ſtate of ſervitude, 
“ I was taken by a lady, who 
brought me up, and gave me ſuch 


t jijnſtructions as ſhe thought would 


*© be ſuitable to the part I was to 
act in life, without ever men- 
*© tiofiing to me any thing con- 


1 cerning , my parents, or my na- 


< tive country. ad re We 


„„ ml 
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1 At the age of fourteen, T found 


« * myſelf a very agreeable girl, and 


* every one in the-houſe confirmed 
© me in the opinion : but none 
« fo much as a young fellow, 
© who was about ſeventeen, and 
„ who ' waited upon my bene⸗ 


+ ns fafirefs's $ buſband in the capa- 


* 1 of a valet de chambre. He 
as the firſt of the male ſex, 
4 that 1 had ever conſidered as any 


« way. differing from ourſelves in 


1 perſon and appearance. I had 

« obſerved his beard, which he 
« conſtantly ſhaved every day, and 
* was from thence led to con- 
* jecture, that there muſt be ſome 


difference between men and wo- 
44 men, beſides their dreſs; and my 
W * Curiolity was never completely ſa- 


* « tisfied 


1 791 

* tisfied upon this ſcore, till ſuch 
time as he manifeſtly convinced. 
me of the diſtinction. Our cor- 
* reſpondence continued for ſome. 
time, without any one in the 
e houſe forming the leaſt conjec- 
ture of our intimacy, till fate 
and nature impoſed upon me the 
* lot of a mother. I acquainted. 


cc 


him with the diſcovery I had 


« early made. He was ſtruck with 
ſuch a terror that he nearly ſwoone 
* ed. I had never tilt now rumi- 


c nated upon the precipice we were 


“ hanging over; but he ſoon open- 
ed my eyes, and diſplayed all my 
danger in its moſt glaring co- 
« lours, He pointed out to me the 
% only means of eſcaping the ter- 
4 rors of the clergy, and all their 

ps 1 & dreadful 
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We dreadful chaſtiſements. Says he, 
e there is now lying at anchor in 
e the Tagus, a Tuſcan ſhip, which 
| e fails in two days for the iſland 
&* of Sardinia ; we muſt pack up 
* all our clothes, and bribe the 
i maſter to take us on board. I 
0 acquainted him with the imprac- 
ticability of my making ſuch a 
« voyage; the ſcantineſs of my 
& wardrobe, and the emptineſs of 
% my purſe. He told me to give 
10 myſelf no concern upon thoſe 
ce heads: that he ſhould treat with 
10 the captain, and that I had no- 
* thing to do but get myſelf ready 
i by the time appointed. Unex- 


15 vc perienced as I was in the com- 


wet merce of the world, I foreſaw 
* much riſque and danger in ſuch 
| « a project; 
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ce a project; but all my prudence 
« and reaſoning were ſtifled, when 
« I reflected upon the fatal ſitua- 
e tion I ſhould be left in at Liſbon, 


« after his departure: ſo that find- 


ce ing him fully bent upon the 
e voyage, I reſolved to accompany 
« him, however great the peril. 


We accordinglyembarked with- 


out any diſcovery being made, 


« and got out of the Tagus with 


« a fair wind for the Streights: we 


« ſoon paſſed Gibraltar, and arrived 


„ in the Mediterranean; but we 


“ had ſcarce failed four and twenty 


© hours before we were attacked 
« by a Turkiſh corſair, and after 
« -a faint reſiſtance on our patts, 
« were taken and carried - into 
" : My huſband, for fach 

« I looked 
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&« I looked upon him, was caſt in- 
ti to a dungeon; but the captain 
t did not treat me with ſo much 
“ ſeverity, though I would willing- 
te ly have ſhared his fate for the 
te fake of his company. I was car- 
<« ried to Conſtantinople, and was 
« placed under the guard of twa. 
tc black eunuchs. After being dreſſ- 
« ed in the Turkiſh habit, I was 
« introduced to the Grand Seignior, 
te and the ſplendor and magnifi- 
© cence of his court ſo far dazzled 
« me, that 1 readily acquieſced to 
« the gratification of his carnal 
9 paſſions. | 
I now lived in all the Abatic 
a luxury of an emperor's miſtreſs; 
« yet happineſs was a ſtranger to 
my breaſt ; 1 lamented the loſs of 
| cc « my | 
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t my liberty, but more the loſs 
« of my huſband; in vain were 
; < ſumptuous banquets prepared for 
& me; in vain were art and na- 
te ture exhauſted to gratify my 
« ſenſes; they could not admi- 
<« niſter that balm of _ con- 
Ae bein! 
10% Whilh I was. s: riminatiog; one 
<« evening upon my wretched ele- 
te vated lot, my door opened; and 
« to my fight appeared one of my 
ce aged negro eunuchs. But ſcarce 
* had I caſt my eye a ſecond time 
« upon him before I perceived a 
© white hand ſeize on mine, and 
e heard a voice that was dearer to 
* me than life. In a word, my 
© huſband had eſcaped from priſon, 
« travelled to Conſtantinople, and 

| os, 
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4 by ſtratagem, contrived to re 


c << preſent - one of the black eu- 


* nuchs, and gain admittance to my 


* apartment. 2Þ caught him in my 
t arms, and could for ever have 
<«< held him to my breaſt ; but time 
<<. was too precious to be loſt even 
in blis: we retired with precĩ- 
t pitation, gained the Hrontiers of 
« the city, and having by long 


e and tedious travelling on foot, 


« reached Scanderon, we arrived 
*-juſt in time-to embark on' board 


in French. ſhip that was bound to 
M.,arſeilles. 


« Upon our en at that 
« port, I was taken in labour, and 


4 Was delivered at an inn of a fine 


4 boy. We remained here ſome 
a weeks, and were preparing to ſet 
« forward, 
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© forward, reſolving to ſee the ca- 
« pital of France. We had occa- 
&« ſion, as may be ſuppoſed, for mo- 
« ney, by this time; the jewels I 
* had brought with me from the 
ce ſeraglio had hitherto been our 
« ſupport ; but we had been obliged 
te to diſpoſe of many of them un- 
« der their value. A Venetian Jew, 
© who was a traveller at the inn, 
« was introduced to us as a proper 
e perſon to purchaſe any effects that 
« we might have occaſion to diſpoſe 
© of, and who would give us the 
„ utmoſt value for them. A con- 


e tract was accordingly entered in- 
«© to, and we were to receive the 


* next day a thouſand piſtoles for 
two diamonds of uncommon ſize. 


- My 
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1 « My huſband had been prevail- 

« ed upon to take an airing with 
« the merchant a few miles from 
the city: I waited with great 
* impatience for their return, till 
ee at length ſleep overcame even my 
« follicitude; ſoon after the door 
e opened, and I perceived a perſon, 
in the habit of my huſband come 
* to my bed-fide : being much in- 
« clined to repoſe, I examined no 
« farther; the door was faſtened, 
te the light was extinguiſhed, and 
* my huſband, as I ſuppoſed, came 
t to reſt. He preſently, however, 
_ «interrupted me with ſuch uncom- 
* mon warmth of fondneſs, that I 
et began to think the champaign of 
* France would renovate his youth, 
sand repair that health which had 
« been 
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© been ſo greatly impaired by capti- 


« vity and misfortune. 

He roſe very early, and retired 
„ whilſt I was ſtill aſleep ; and was 
* only awaked to be informed that 
© my huſband had been murdered 
« the night before at ſome diſtance 
* from the city by the Jew mer- 
« chant, who had returned in his 
« dreſs, and perſonated him. Meſ- 
& ſengers were diſpatched on every 
« fide, whilſt I was left with forrow 
« and deſpair, to lament the loſs of 


< him who had eſcaped ſo many 
te perils, to fall a victim to the hand 
«pf a treacherous Levite! 


CHAP. 
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Continuation of the narrative of the 
85 Counteſ De dnl 


HE Wee fon of Iſrael 
I found, had not 'only 


« 


« robbed me of my huſband, 


and polluted his bed under his 
<« reſemblance, but had alſo robbed 


me of thoſe very jewels, for 


«which he had agreed to pay me 


the thouſand piſtoles. He was 


0 overtaken a few leagues from the 
« city, and being brought back, 


« was tried and condemned to be 


% broke alive upon the wheel. Af- 
« ter I had aſſiſted as a very ne- 
« ceſſary witneſs upon his trial; 
2 < haying recovered my jewels, I 
; * 
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« {ct. forward to Paris, not being 
« able to remain any longer at 
* Marſeilles, which had been ſuch 
« A ſcene of ſlaughter, and was go- 
< 1 ing to be ſtill more ſo. 
Nagthing remarkable happened 
t to me upon my journey. Upon 
% my arrival at the capital, I ſoon 
* made many,; acquaintance, who 

e endeaygured. to diſſipate my me- 
« lancholy by all the arts and at- 
, tentions | of which the French 
< are complete , maſters. I ſhall | 
e not dwell upon the beauties or | | 


« magnificence. of Paris, as yon 
« have been an eye-witneſs to 
« them, but ſhall jump to an ad- 
„venture, which happened to me | 
when 1 was one night at the 
6 opera. I had been eſcorted thi- " 


3 
* ther by a young muſketeer, Who 


.  #Þ 


e ſomeſt men in all France, and 
<< ag ſuch, he thought, he was 
© intituled to do or ſay any thing, 
% Whilſt madam Fuuuri was fing- 
ing a favoutite air, be began to 
„ hum an Italian ſong, ſo loud, 
ee that he interrupted a gentleman, 
_ * who ſat next him, and prevent- 
ed his hearing the performance: 
<, the gentleman could not help 
« expreſſing his diſlike to ſuch in- 
< terruption, and ſaying, he wiſh- 

„ ed; he could eſpy an empty ſeat, 
| © that he might hear the opera 
© ont. The young muſlesbser wok 
„ this in great dudgeon, and aſked 
< him, whether he was a watch- 


'< maker or a jeweller? to which 
. . 1 9 _ * the 
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* the gentleman replied, he would 
« give him an anſwer if he choſe 
< to follow him. I perceived the 
ce drift of this retreat, and inter- 
« poſed my authority, telling the 
* muſketeer, that if he advanced a 
« ſtep, he forfeited my eſteem for 
< ever, and that I would never take 
« notice of him again; he was too 


e polite not to liften to my re- 


< monſtrance, and, at the fame 
< time, aſked me what I would 


te have him do. 1 told him, if 
* he and the gentleman would re- 


*< fer the deciſion of the affair to 


« me, I would give a very equi- 
<* table determination: the gen- 
< tleman, with much good ſenſe, 
< agreed, and the muſketeer, who 


< relied upon my friendſhip for a 
judgment 
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judgment in his favour, alſo af- 
« ſented - Why then, fir, faid I 


to the muſketeer, as. you are the 


« offender, you muſt aſk the gen- 
« tleman's pardon, and let him 
« hear the piece out, uninter- 
1 rupted. Y He conſented, and the 
cc gentleman and he became very 


e good friends. This affair did not 
« however end here: for the muſ- 
« keteer having introduced this 


to, gentleman into my company, he 
« became ſo enamoured with me, 
that he in a- ſhort time offered 
ee me his hand. He was a man 


of very good family, but being 
„ of the younger brad, he en- 


« joyed but a ſmall patrimonial 


'© eſtate, - This was the count 
de — from whom 1 take my 


_—— 


1 « title 
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« title, and no one can lay claim 
* to a Coronet upon better pre- 
« tenſions. 

« We lived happily together for 
&« ſome years, when having com- 
« manded in the French army in 
«© Germany, he paid the great 
ee debt of nature at Minden amongſt 
e many brave men, for their ge- 
« neral's temerity. 

A variety of fortune now ſuc- 
ce ceeded to me; I was compelled. 
« to ſubmit to ſuch terms as the 
© men pleaſed to impoſe ; but even 
« this ſcarce afforded a comfort- 
te able ſuſſiſtence, and I was, at 
« length, obliged to leave Paris, | 
* to avoid the horrors of a jail, with | | 
which my creditors threatened | 
« me, I travelled through Flan- 
Vo. II. K ders 
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« ders into Holland, and remained 
« ſome time at the Hague, and 


«© at Amſterdam : but I could not 


„ do any thing at either of thoſe 


places, which promiſed an eaſy 


<« eſtabliſhment ; ſo that I at length 
came over into England, where 
* F have now been about eighteen. 
„ months, and in the eourſe of 
<« this time, I have found means 
*« by my good offices to foreign 
« miniſters and other travellers of 
* diſtinction, to gain a decent ſub», 
40 ſiſtence; and. am i in hopes, by 
M ꝙconomy and prudence, - to reap 


« the advantages of my Feenee. 


*. And, my dear, continued ſhe, 
<<, now. that J have been thus i inge 
„ nuous with you, I hope you 
— nll. give me all the aſſiſtance 

| © "op 


a 5 
A 
"" 
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« when, you meet with a good 


«© man that will bleed freely, you 
* will give the preference to my 
<< houſe before any other; and, on 
my part, I promiſe you when 
«any fall in my way, that I think 
will be worth your while, you 


* may depend upon it, that I ſhall 
* not be forgetful of you.” 


CHAP. XXI 1 00 


Makes an acquaintance with a ge- 
nerous foreigner ; - his behaviour. 


A breakfaſt adventure which Ma- 


ria pays for very dearly. 


K 2 door, 


HILST I was one night 
'Y paying a viſit to the coun- 
teſs, a ſedan chair ſtopped at the 
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door, and a footman, in an elegant 
livery, gave the tatoo of nobility, 


when a foreigner entered, and was 


introduced. He behaved with great 
politeneſs and civility, ſent for an 
elegant ſupper from the tavern, and 
after my hoſteſs was retired, be- 
gan to make love to me with great 


fervency. The counteſs had in- 
formed me before the arrival of 
this ſtranger, that ſhe ſhould have a 


viſit that evenin g from a. foreigner 
of diſtinction, and that ſhe ſhould 
not fail to give me an opportunity 
of making a conqueſt of him, as 
he was fond of variety, and ſhe. 
could not expect he would again 
compliment her with his company 


all night; that I ſhou'd act pru- 
detitly, as he was as generous as a 


wh prince, 
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prince, and as rich as a Jew; 
but that it would be neceſſary for 
me to behave with ſome ſort of 
reſerve, as he had declared to her, 


that the forwardneſs of the Engliſh 


women who went into company 
gave him great diſguſt. 
I accordingly received all his com- 
pliments with a coyneſs that ill be- 
came the reputation of the houfe 
J was in; the more backward I 
appeared to his ſolicitations, the 
more, earneſtly he repeated them; 
till, after a full hour's refuſal, I 
thought it was time to accept his 
propoſals, upon throwing his purſe, 
which contained twenty guineas, in- 
to my lap. 
Such uncommon generoſity I 
thought required more than uſual 
K 3 attention 
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| attention on my part to give him 
all the ſatisfaction in my power 
for his preſent; eſpecially as 1 was 
not without hopes that though the 
cCounteſs might not be poſſeſſed: of 
charms ſufficient to captivate him 
a ſecond time, I was ſtill miſtreſs of 
ſuch accompliſhments and a ſufficient 
ſhare of youth to attract him once 
more to my arms. He. roſe, ex. 
tremely well pleaſed, and made me 
= many encomiums upon my neo 
and behaviour. 
Whilſt we were at breakfaſt, f 
were converſing upon a variety 
of different topics, he, at length, 
aſked me, if I ever played at pi- 
quet; I anſwered ſometimes, and 
That the oounteſs was pleaſed to 
„ me with playing pret- 
ON | — ty 
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ty well. He faid, he ſhould be 
curious to ſee me play, and cards 
were at his requeſt en in- 
troduced. 

I would fain have played for no 
more than ſixpence; but he faid, 
he could not give any fort of at- 
tention to the game, unleſs it was 
for at leaſt a guinea: this aſſertion 
1 did not much admire ; but as I 
was very unwilling to give my ge- 
nerous lover the leaſt reaſon. to be 
diſpleaſed, 1 was eaſily prevatled 
upon to play for gold. The firſt 
game I was thirty points before 
him, when he repiqued” me: the 
next game was fimilar to the firſt: 

All this while I could not diſcovet 
any ſuperiority of play on thy an! 
agents ide; but on the contra/ 


K 4 bo 
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ry, that he was entirely indebted 
to great cards for his ſucceſs. Af- 
ter winning four or five games, he 
agreed to give me ten points : 
he ſtill won; he then gave me 
twenty; I had no more chance yet 
than before; in a word; he con- 
tinued to increaſe the odds, till 
they came up to ſeventy, and 1 
never once got the point. My 
ſurpriſe continued till 1 loſt the 
twenty guineas he had preſented 
me with, without yet ſuſpecting 
any foul play; however, I had cu- 
rioſity enough to have him dogged 
home by a chairman, who brought 
me intelligence that my enamorato 
who had fo generouſly paid me, and 
ſo genteely fleeced me, was neither 
more nor leſs than the celebrated 
1 Doctor 


[201] 
Doctor 1 who made ſo much | 


noiſe, and received ſuch great applauſe 
in Covent- Garden. 


C HAP. XXII. 


An event that throws Maria into 
deſpair. Captain H's. tenderneſs 
and regard for her, which in 
ſome meaſure removes her me- 
lancholy ; a thought or two up- 
on ideal bliſs. 


UCH good fortune as J laſt 
met with might be the ruin of 
a woman in a ſhort time : Thanks 
'to my ſtars, I did not often find 
lovers who wete quite ſo generous, 
Indeed, I began to be more cau- 
tious how 1 went into promiſ- 
cuous company for more reaſons 


1 than 
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than one; having in the firſt place 
gleaned as much money together, 
as might, at any time, put me 
above want; in the next place 
became very ſollicitous about 
my health; and thirdly, on ac- 
count of an intimacy which 1 had 
for ſome time carried on with cap- 
tain H. whoſe fituation was ſo cri- 
tical, that an accident of the fort 
would have been his tuin. I ſup- 
poſe after this, it may be needleſs 
to ſay, that he was in high keep- 
ing by an antiquated demi- rep of 
quality, ho had the refreſhment of 
the body more than the ſoul at heart. 
An event, which at this pe- 
riod happened, greatly affected 
me, as 1 had painted to my- 
ſelf a finalt Pye” of content. 
et E ment 


3 
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ment at leaſt, if not felieityj; a 
unexpected blaſt elouded all my 
hopes, and diſtracted all my ſere- 
nity. Juſt when methought I had 
feraped together a ſufficiency. to ſet 
me above the world, and make me 
eaſy with my dear Williams, in a 
way both legal and rational, be was 
attacked with a fever, which in a 
few days brought him to ſuck a 
paſs, that he was given over by 
the faculty: I attended him with 
unwearied diligence, till he gave up 
his laſt breath, and the grim in- 
exorable tyrant tore him from my 
. en eh en EO! 
A dejection of ſpirits ſucceeded! 
this unexpected ſhock ; and though 
J endeavoured to hide my forrow 
and its exceſs from the captain, they 
| K 6 were 
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were but too confpicuous not to 
de diſcovered by the moſt careleſs 
obſerver.” As captain H. could not 
pretend to any fidelity towards me 
on his part, ſo he did not exact 
it on mine; but though he had ſuſ- 
pected an intimacy reigned between 
Mr. Williams' and me, he had ne- 
ver been thoroughly convinced of 
it till now. If he might feel ſome 
light ſatisfaction from the confide- 
ration of his rival being removed, 
he had at leaſt the politeneſs and 

' complaifance to diſſemble a parti- 
<ipation of my ſorrow, and to take 
erery opportunity of diverting it. 
For this purpoſe he took a lodging 
at Richmond, kept me a poſt- 
"chaiſe, and profited of every con- 

| venient | opportunity, to accompany 
STOR: me 
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me upon every party or jaunt. The 
moſt pungent grief may be in ſome 
meaſure alleviated by a variety of 
objects and a diverſity of recre- 
ations: yet mine continued for a 
long time in its moſt formidable 
ſtate; and he began to be under 
real apprehenſions that I ſhould fall 
a victim to ſorrow, 

Lady M. who was the ent 
generous benefactreſs, had a near 
relation come to viſit her from 
Ireland; and as ſhe propoſed mak- | 
ing her couſin's ſtay in England | 
as agrecable as poſſible, ſhe pro- 

| 
| 


poſed. conducting her to all the pub- 
lic diverſions which it afforded, and | 
they had accordingly laid a plan for | 
going to Bath, where they were to | 
ſtay a month: now as the .captain's | | 

| 

| 

| 


viſits 
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viſits. to her ladyſhip were to be 
diſcontinued, during that time he had 
. a vacation, which he propoſed em- 
ploying with me in a tour round 
England, being careful to avoid 
ly ſet out, and viſited: moſt of the 
capital towns and cities in the Eaſt 
and North of England, and con- 
| triveth/to: return to the metropolis 
about the time of her ladyſhip's 
ur Somerſetſhire. 
This tour had in a great meaſurt 
its deſired effect; and the captain's 
generoſity and regard began to work 
upon me much in his fayour, as I 
_ eonfidered him as a very agreeable 
3 companion, and was not without 
1 bopes that one day might unite us 
in a manner much more to my 
5 ſatisfaction: 
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fatisfaction : but this ceuld not be 
effected till the death of lady M. 
as ſhe was his principal ſupport, and 
as the captain had always led a yery 
gay life, and could never conde- 
ſcend to ſequeſter himſelf Jin indi- 
gent obſcurity; and as her lady- 
ſhip's good health and chearful ſpi- 
rits no way beſpoke an early de- 
parture from this world; ſo that 
all my hopes, in this reſpect, were 
very diſtant, if not ill- grounded. 
However, the fool's paradiſe was 
a contemplative eliſium that fre- 
quently furniſhed me many agree- 
able hours of mental recreation, | 
and I am ſtill of opinion, it mat- | | 
| 


ters not what is -the cauſe if the 
effect is produced; I was happy 
WE I walked in imaginary feli- 

a city, 
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city, and forgot my real. ſorrows. by 
the gratification of ideal pleaſures. 


There, in the dear delirium, let me live, 
( Rather than ee Nate and lire. 
345 1 1 Ir; 
421: CH: A P. XXIII. 
An analyſis of modern ive in 
the characters of ſome remarkable 
95 men of pleaſure and buſineſs. 


we 


Worn i isno fooner kiwi! to 
be poſſeſſed of a little money, 
and to be above the world, but ugly 
or handſome, old or young, aban- 
doned or virtuous, fooliſh or ſenſible, 
no matter which, ſhe may reaſonably 
be expected to have at leaſt a dozen 
ſuitors. There is a ſet of men, who 
ambulate this metropolis, croud the 


public walks, diſturb pious congre- 
| gations, 


2 * 
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gations, and interrupt the repoſe of 
families; they call themſelves gentle- 
men, for no other reaſon than that 
they have too much pride or too lit- 
tle induſtry to follow any calling: they 
ſtarve genteelly with a ſword and 
laced coat, and if they are not carried 
off in a duel, or à Covent-Garden 
fever, they for the moſt part, rot in a 
jail, or pay a penny to expoſe them- 


ſelves in the London Gazette, in or- 
der to receive the benefit of an a& 


of diſgrace. 
Theſe are all, to a man, profeſſed 


fortune-hunters : they no ſooner get 


ſcent of a caſt- off miſtreſs with an an- 


nuity for life, or an amorous wido-w- 


who has juſt buried her third huſ- 
band, or a hoyden ready to run off 


with the coachman, for want of ano- 
| ther 


1 

ther object, than they immediately 
prepare their artillery, and unmaſk 
a battery i in form. Their ſucceſs, it 
is true, is very uncertain ; otherwiſe 
we ſhould fee theſe gentlemen, who 
are ſeldom more than the butterflies 
of \a- ſeaſon, inſtead of returning to 
their inſignificant caterpillar-ſtate, 
ſhine forth repeated ſummers in all 
their deſirable gaiety. 1440! 
Belvil was upon the foremoſt rank 
of this claſs, of my worthy admirers: 
he wrote billet-doux with apretty eaſy 
familiarity, that might have impoſed 
pon moſt women for originals, who | 
had never ſeen the Spectators, or read 
an Engliſh tranſlation of Ovid's Art 
f Love: I anſwered him preciſely 
In his own Mile, and when he wrote 
me plagiarized letter, I ſont bien 
W713 back 


2 2 
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back a tranſcript of the identical print- 
ed anſwer. This drove him to the 
utmoſt deſpair ; he had not courage 
to attack me afterwards from his own 
brain, and deſerted me, becauſe I pur- 
ſued him too cloſely; upon which oc- 
caſion I wrote him a definitive letter, 
in which I introduced pretty . 
nently, 2 1 4 

In love, the victors from the vanquiſt'd fly, | 
They fly that wound, and they purſue that die. 
But I contraſted. the application, for 
he. never roſe afterwards; he fell a 
victim to the ſharp arrow of ridicule, 


and gave up the ghoſt of a lover in 


the third month of his time, preg- 


nant with the moſt promiſing hopes, 
of making me capitulate atdiſeretions 
- Brainleſs was an animal of a very 


differen caſt: ſo far from ſealing | 


e from 
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from our beſt authors, he had neyer. 
read them, and if he had, it was im- 
poſſible he could have underſtood 
them; no, he was guiltleſs of ſuch 
impoſitions; he never attempted to 
write any thing beyond a card, and 
which I was afterwards very well aſ⸗ 
ſured that he employed his laundreſs 
to tranſcribe for him, that the ortho- 
graphy might be the leſs imperfect. 
Brainleſs did not pique himſelf upon 
his learning, or endeavour to make an 
unneceſſary d diſplay of any talents, but 
thoſe that centered in dreſs. Though 

he Was entirely ignorant of hiſtory or 
geography, no body wore a newer 
faſhioned, buckle : and though he 
uſually ſpoke nonſenſe, -and generally 
bad Englich, no doch s air was more 
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was centered in dreſs, and his know- 


ledge of faſhions was almoſt unfa- 
thomable. Notwithſtanding his ex- 
traordinary genius this way, his taylor 
wanted to be paid, and was ſo very 
unreaſonable as to arreſt him, after 


giving him three years credit, as he 
was getting out'of his n to Pay. 


me a morning viſit. 


+ Brainleſs thus diſpatched, - I was 
befieged in form by the heroic captain 
Bluſter, who had been in twenty en- 
gagements, fourteen ſkirmiſhes, and 
fix pitched battles: the captain fought, 


| drank, and ſwore, as deep as any man 
in Chfiſtendom; and he had almoſt 


bullied me into marrying him, when 
conſidering, that twenty pence a day, 


would be but a very ſlender additi- 


onal inheritance, I reſolved to get rid 


. of 


4 
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of myſelf, in order to get rid of the 
captain; I tetired for two months in- 
to Northamptonſſire, and ſequeſtered 
myſelf from the world, to avoid cap- 
tain Bluſter's perſecuting addreſſes. 
Retirement, the native alime of 
love, produced freſh admirers for me. 
A parſon and a lawyer, at once; de- 
clared themſelves candidates for my 
atffections. The parſon, though he 
wore black, as Otway ſays, I believe 
was honeſt and ſincere: he opened 
his mind to me in an eaſy, unaffected 
manner; he told me, though he could 


nat attempt to enumerate my charms, 
he ſhould offer his friendſhip and of- 


tend to tall off at his time of life; and ; and 
if I could put up with a man of for- 
ty, he believed he ſhould make me as 


Lars] 
good a huſband, as a woman of ſenſo 
would reaſonably expect; that to paint 
ſcenes of ideal happineſs and viſion- 
ary bliſs in the marriage: ſtate, was 
both romantic and childiſh: expe- 
rience exploded ſuch chimeras, and 


proved the honey- moon but of ſhort, 


very ſhort duration; but that if com- 
mon ſenſe and ſome learning without 
pedantry, a ſinoere deſire to be agree- 
able, founded upon genuine good 
nature, bid fair to make matrimony 


eligible, he might, perhaps, be no urs © 


worthy member of that inſtitution. 
I anſwered the doctor with as little 
ambiguity as he declared himſelf, 


ſaying, that I had no objection, either! 


to his perſon, function, or ſentiments; 


but, on the contrary, thought him 
worthy of the eſteem of the moſt ami- 


able 


— 
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able woman alive; and that if T had 


not been under a prior engagement, 
I ſhould not have heſitated: accept- 
ing of ſo agreeable a propoſal. © The 
doQor received this anſwer with a be- 


coming modeſty, thanking me for the 


good opinion I entertained of him. 1 
could find, however, notwithſtanding 


his religious character and diſpoſition, 
that he was not a little diſturbed with 


jealouſy at the lawyer's paying me 
frequent viſits; he- conceived him to 
be the powerful rival who had influ- 
enced me to reject his propoſals, and 


upon his retiring, he ſaid with ſome 


emphaſis, aſter talking of him with 


no ſmall degree of acrimony, 


40 An honeſt man 's the nobleſt work of God.” 


Ecould not help bein g diverted at the 
ps" s Ull- grounded jealouſy, and 
imagined 


wy —— 
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imagined that a conference between 


my lovers in my preſence, would be 
not unentortaining. 1 accordingly 


brought them together at tea the ve- 
ry next afternoon. They at firſt fought 
very ſhy, and ſcarce an expreſſion was 


interchanged by them; but I ſoon 


brought them to a more communica- ' 
tive diſpoſition, by reading ſome let-" 


ters I had received from town, and 


enteting upon the topics of the times. 
The lawyer, who had come down 


during the vacation, was a ſtranger to 


the parſon, as well as the neighbour- | 
hood; however, the doQtor's curio- ' 
ſity had excited him to gain ſome in- 
telligence concerning his character, 
which, I believe, he found to be none 
of the beſt, and particularly, that he 


was a bad paymaſter. The doctor, at 5 


Vol. II. L. length, 
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length, interrogated him concerning 
His profeſſion, by ſaying, I think, 
7 ſit, you follow the law.” The at- 
torney, who was ſome what nettled at 
this abrupt and unexpected queſtion, 
replied with a ſacer, © No, ſir, I 
make the law follow me.” In- 
* deed, reſumed the parſon, I be- 
et. lieva you are frequently purſued 
ce by the law and its followers too.” 

Though I did not approve of ſo 
We unprovoked ſeverity in my re- 
ligious lover, I could not, for the pre- 
ſent, refrain joining with him in a 
laugh at the expence of the lawyer, 
who was ſo highly enraged as to 


give him an indirect challenge. I 
thought it was now proper to inter- 


poſe; and I diſmiſſed my two lovers, | 


ſeemingly very well reconciled, 


149 —9ſ 
So much for ſuitors and addteſſes: 


it is high time for me to return to 


London, and captain H. who is ex- 


tremely uneaſy at my abſence, and 


greatly importunes me in his laſt let 
ter, to make my ſtay in the countey 
as ſhort as poſſible; and having in my 
anſwer promiſed to acquieſde, the 
reader may now very naturally ſup- 
poſe me once more in the metro- 
190 | 
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Fo Wines NrTy and its cauſe. 
Il The 'virtuous and religious plan 
0 f life ſhe purſues, which is. 
crowned with an happy union to 
an amiable man. Some account 
of her preſent family heb py, 
- ſuits. The end. i Nu BE 


HE * was to meet 
me one evening at the A- 
Gum chapel, from whence we 
were to go in our. poſt-chaiſe- to 
Richmond, and paſs the week. 
Little did 1 then imagine that the 
place of rendezvous for a criminal 
intrigue would prove the ſource 
of reformation from a delolite: and 


Ane, et off 26% ſinful 


T 221 ] 

ſinful life. A ſenſible and pathetic 
diſcourſe which I heard that night, 
was the cauſe of my converſion ; 
the worthy and pious. gentleman 
who. preached, ſet forth in ſo ſtrik- 
ing and affecting A manner, the 
fin and danger of a profligate courſe, 
that I was ſeized with all the hor- 
rors of a reproachable conſcience. 
It was then my eyes were for the 
firſt time opened, and I ſaw my 
licentious and abandoned conduct, 
in all its ſhocking and dread ar- 
ray; I was entirely loft. to myſelf, 
and drowned in a flood of tears, 
When the captain approached my 
ſeat, without my perceiving him. 
He took hold of; my hand, and 
epquired what was the matter with 

n L 3 me ? 
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me? but I was incapable of mak 
ing him any anfwer He gave nie 
his ſmelling- bottle, and was per- 
forming all the kind offices of a 


lover who finds his miſtreſs in 
affliction; but I remained infen- 


_ ble to all he did or ſaid, and 


we are at length jolt in *. men 


quite alone. 


He handed me out, and was for 


putting me into the poſt-chaiſe, 
which was in waiting; but I de- 
; clined it, and notwithſtanding he 
exhauſted alt the rhetoric that could 
be uſedd in ſuch à cauſe, I remain- 
| 4d inexorable to intreaty, and re- 
turned oyer the brid ge to my lod g- 
uy all alone. From this time 1 


iicontinued afſociating with" any of 
9 | my 
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my former acqaintance; never went 
to any public place ercept church, | 
and for upwards of a twelvemonth 
paſſed a life that was not unwor- 


thy s of a; chriſtian. | 

Nothing gave me now any fort 
of anxiety, but the reflection, that 
what I ſubſiſted upon were the wages 
of proſtitution : in theſe ſentiments 
I would willingly have embraced 
any. opportunity of gaining A live- 
lihood in a manner ſuitable to my 
preſent way of thinking ; 1 ſhould 
have been happy to have difpoſed 
of all 1 was worth in the world 
in charity, if I could have had the 
leaſt glimmering of hopes, to paſs 
the remainder of my days with- 
out. | comtreml, and without depen- 


dence ; 


/ 
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= barn, or the. Woke fi- 


tuation 2 wornan is in, who is 
thus diveſted of the means of ſap- 
port, I did not purſue fo very cha- 
fitable a plan of reformation. 
Accident ſoon after threw. into 
my way a tradeſman, who was ſen- 
ſible without ſeverity, and religious 
without oſtentation: who had phi- 
 lanthropy- enough to overlook the 
wealeneſſes and failings of mankind, 


where: they » wee Not diene with 


1 
y 
? 
4 


x 
- 


a. repenting 8 as: h a8 4 
conſtant | devotee, His ſentiments 
and ming were: ſo very concordant, | 
or agrexable; intimacy ſoon took 


n W place, 
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place, and in the courſe of out 
converſations, I was frank enough” 
to on the diſagreeable part 1 had 
been obliged to act upon the theatre 
of life. This account which I gave 
of myſelf did not diminiſh His re- 
gard for me ; he faid “ He was 
_ « convinced of the thorny paths 
„through which a: pretty woman 
had to move, and the difficulty 
e there was for her to avoid the ma- 
e ny ſnares that were conſtantly 
„ thrown out for her by the pro- 
e fligate and abandoned of the male 
« ſex; if ſne was not endued with” 
more than human prudence; but, 
1 continued be; I am convinced 
by pour frankneſs in acknowiedg- 
a ing your former errors, and youfꝭ 

Lata * preſent 
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« preſent ſentiments, that you, will 
10 never purſue the ſame track 
« again; and to convince-youz that 
0 you have no way leſſened. yours 
« ſelf in my eſteem. by your fince- 
«city; and that I am firmly of 'opis 
c nion, that you are capable of ma- 
et ing an honeſt and virtuous wife: 
e if you will accept of my hand, 
« here it is; as to my heart, he 
% added with a ſigh, that you have 
ei -been poſſeſſed of for ſome time.” 
There was ſo. much honeſt good 
nature and genuine ſentiment in this 
declaration, which, at the ſame time, 
was very agreeable to me, that I did 
not lang play the prudiſh part, but 
accepted of his propoſal with a6 
9h. cordiality as it was made. 
ide 3 And 


[227] 

And now, reader, that T have 
brought you once more to a virtu- 
ous, honeſt plan of life, which alone 
can adminiſter that balmy caſe and 
ſatisfactory repoſe, which we ſhould 
be all defirous of obtaining ; ; I shall 
leave you to contemplate theſe ſheets, 
as I have at preſent other e 
ment upon my hands than that of 


writing: theſe pages, having all but 
this chapter, been compoſed long be- 
fore I entered into the holy and de- 
ſirable ſtate of matrimony; for I 
have now four children to Took af- 
ter, the youngeſt of whom is not a 
twelvemonth old. My eldeſt daugh- 
ter reads and writes very well, and 
will, I hope, be an ornament to her 
ſexy: as ſhe will, at leaſt, have- the 
Du | advice 
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advice of: a mother to en uct er 
| through this perilous world; who! to 
her coſt, has evinced the rocks and 
ſhoals which a female navigator muſt, 
be fo careful to avoid; and if any of 
my fair readers ſhould be ſo lucky 


as to gain prudence and diſcretion 
enough to eſcape perdition, by what. 
they have learnt from theſe ſheets, I 
ſhall think that the time I have em- 


ployed in penning them, has not 
been thrown. n. 


it 


